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ilthorpeKHolidays
Holiday cottage 

Contact Alan
01780 721313

kilthorpepools@outlook.com
kilthorpeholidays.com

ilthorpeKHolidays

Set in 30 acres of private estate, 
Kilthorpe offers a luxury guest 

house, wedding venue, 
conference  room, and specimen 

carp fishing.

Contact Alan
01780 721313

kilthorpepools@outlook.com
kilthorpeholidays.com
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EDITORIAL
The highlights of the summer were, the weather, which failed when it was needed 

most and the opening of the new sports and community centre, truly a triumph 
of hope over adversity. It remains to be seen whether organizations both inside and 
outside the village will make the most of the the advantages the new building has 
to offer. There was a good crowd gathered on the day to hear a number of august 
speakers laud the efforts of those, whose vision and hard work had brought this 
challenging project to completion. On behalf of the village we too thank you.
   On the down side the village surgery times have been reduced, GP consultation hours 
are now one morning per week, Friday, half what they were, on Monday morning there will 
be a nurse in attendance, but no doctor. This arrangement, has been brought about by 
an overall shortage of GP's nationally and a reduction of  their working week by others 
in the practice. This situation is described as temporary and a decision will be made at 
the end of the year as to future opening hours. One full time doctor joining the practice 
would make all the difference.
   Residents of Aldgate may have recently noticed a drone that was  operating around 
their properties at quite a low level, on Sunday 8th October at 2.30pm, the second 
weekend this has occurred. Who it belongs to and who is flying it is not known, but 
there are some basic rules, which must be adhered to when flying them. CAA Article 95 
states. You must avoid flying within 150 metres of a congested area The Air Navigation 
Order defines a congested area as being 'any area of a city, town or settlement which is 
substantially used for 'residential', industrial, commercial or recreational purposes' and 
30 metres of an individual person, vessel, vehicle or structure not under the control of 
the pilot. On Sunday these limits were very definitely being flouted. The Parish Council 
are aware of this activity and are considering how best to deal with it.  Let us hope the 
operator of the drone reads this message and takes note.
   This year the 7th October was Stamford Apple Day, a day when all varieties of 
apples are celebrated, but in particular those associated with the town and the locale. 
The Peasgood Nonsuch, the 'Stamford apple', Barnack Beauty and Laxton Superb are 
just a few that started life here. It is thought that no less than forty four varieties 
have been grown in and around Stamford starting in the mid 1800's and some of those 
are still available today, but others have disappeared, due no doubt to them not being 
commercially viable. If like me you enjoy eating apples, you may be disappointed at the 
few native varieties available in the local supermarkets. I wonder what some of the 
earlier assortment tasted like?
   The Parish Council propose to hold a Christmas tea in December for Senior Citizens, 
the venue is likely to be Carver Court, the date to be 17th December, please go along 
and share in the festive occasion. Keep your eye out for notices and check the village 
website occasionally, it will be at a time when goodwill abounds, why not share in it. On 
the same theme, the Hub is a very popular venue, particularly on Thursday morning, when 
the gathering has been known to exceed twenty. It is open on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings from 10 – 12, come along and support the volunteers who run what has become a 
favourite village meeting place. This year the Village Christmas tree complete with bright 
new lights will be in front of the Post Office, thanks to Tim and Penprapa's kindness.
   Finally, the perennial moan, parking is slowly becoming a hindrance to our normal way of 
life. Congestion on the roads is bad enough, but when it is compounded by bad parking, 
it raises frustration to a whole new level. Church Road becomes congested in line with 
the school opening and closing times.The area around the fountain is clearly marked as 
'Keep Clear' in order to allow free passage for those wishing to use the postbox or to 
turn round. I have seen cars parked three abreast, completely blocking all access. Think 
of other road users when you park, do not be selfish.                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                      John Collier
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I wonder  how  many  readers  of  Chatterbox  watched  the                   ceremonies 
on TV last July to mark the centenary of the Battle of Passchendaele and failed to 
feel any emotion as the camera took in the beautifully maintained Tyne Cot military 

cemetery, or the towering Theipval Memorial which, along with the Menin Gate, records 
of names of soldiers of the British Empire and France who have no known grave, or the 
playing of the Last Post by the Firemen of Ypres. All had some appeal to the emotions 
whether it be sorrow at the death of so many young men, the bravery which they had 
shown in such appalling conditions, or even anger with the commanders-in-chief who 
had allowed such carnage to continue for four years without apparently even once 
considering the casualties their tactics had incurred.
    There would be others at the service whose thoughts were with those had lost their lives in 
the Second World War — though fortunately far fewer - but nonetheless their loss is just as 
painful to bear. Very few attending the service would be aware that this year, 2017 was to be 
the first year since 1968 that no British Servicemen or women had been killed on active service 
and for that we must thank God.
    The Remembrance Service followed a format which has now become traditional and 
is dedicated to those in Her Majesty's Armed Forces has not been diluted by prayers for 
other causes, no matter how worthy those appeals may be. Remembrance Sunday must be 
sui generis when the Queen leads the nation in our tribute to those lost and injured in the 
two World Wars and in those sometime forgotten conflicts since 1945 which are almost an 
embarrassment to the country.
    Those who filled St Mary's Church on Remembrance Sunday, which was filled to almost 

LEST WE FORGET
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   The dramatis personae 
in place, the names of the 
Fallen were read out by 
David Longlands and then 
the two trumpeters played 
the Last Post. After the last 
tones of the trumpeters 
died away, the church bell 
rang eleven times marking 
the beginning of the Two 
Minutes’ Silence.
   The strident tones of 
Reveille marked the end of 
the Silence and the Wreath-
layers stepped forward to 
lay their wreaths.Squadron 
Leader Mitchell laid the 
first wreath on behalf of the 
village & a further wreath 
on behalf of RAF Wittering 
. She was followed by 
representatives of the PCC ,

overflowing, would have felt much the same emotions as those attending the Passchendaele 
ceremonies and the Last Post, played with as much feeling by the two young men of Gretton 
Silver Band as that of the Firemen of Ypres, was a reminder that it is not only at the great 
cemeteries in Flanders, that lives which were blighted by war are recalled. The Remembrance 
Service reached its climax when the congregation followed the Vicar through the great West 
door and round to the War Memorial where they all took their accustomed places, the clergy 
and choir against the south wall of the church and facing them, the wreath-bearers led by 
Squadron Leader Mitchell of RAF Wittering. This is the first time that a Servicewoman has laid 
the wreath on behalf of the village and it is a welcome sign of increased co-operation between 
Ketton & RAF Wittering.

    the Methodist 
Church, the 
Chetene Lodge, 
the Scouts & 
Guides and 
their junior 
equivalents. 
That act of 
commemoration 
completed, 
the clergy and 
congregation 
returned back 
into the church 
for the remainder 
of the service.
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W H HIGGINS & SONS LTD
General motor repairs 

Servicing - MOTs
Cars - vans - light commercials - minibuses

  air conditioning specialists
STATION GARAGE

SOUTH LUFFENHAM, OAKHAM
RUTLAND, LE15 8NG

Tel: 01780 720361       Fax: 01780 721301
steve@whhiggins.co.uk

W H HIGGINS & SONS LTD

IAN HALSALL
PAINTER & DECORATOR

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

14 Capendale Close
Ketton

Stamford
PE9 3RU

PHONE: 01780 720939

Under New Management

chairman’s Report

Unfortunately, I start my Chairman’s report with the 
sad news of the recent death of Mark Simon who 
served on Ketton Parish Council for a number of 

years. Mark was a very effective member of the Highways 
& Open Spaces committee and was instrumental in 
setting up the street lighting programme for the village. 
The council pass on our sincerest condolences to his 
family.
   Following the recent resignations of Diana McDuff as Rutland 
County Councillor for Barrowden, Ketton, Tixover and Tinwell 
and Martin Smith from the Parish council. I am pleased to report 
that Gordon Brown was elected as our County Councillor, and 
following recent interviews for the vacancy on the Parish Council, 

I am pleased to welcome Jody Knowles as a new Parish councillor and Will Russell as a 
co-opted member of the Highways and Open Spaces committee.
    As I write this article it is a very chilly November afternoon following the Remembrance 
Service at St Mary’s church which was very well attended, and it was an honour as Parish 
Council Chairman to attend and read the first lesson, alongside Squadron Leader Jayne 
Mitchell who read the second lesson. This year the Council also arranged for large poppies 
to be attached to lampposts on the High Street as a further mark of respect during the 
remembrance period.
   In September, as Parish Council Chairman I was invited to the Annual Reception 
at RAF Wittering hosted by Group Captain Tony Keeling along with other local Parish 
Council Chairman and local councillors. This is a very constructive way for the RAF to 
build good relationships within the local community, the only downside to the event was 
that the spitfire flypast could not occur due to adverse weather conditions. Following on 
with adverse weather conditions, the Village Fete was also held in September at Ketton 
Sports & Community Centre, on a very wet Saturday afternoon, to coincide with the official 
opening ceremony conducted by Martin “Wolfie” Adams. Even though the weather was 
very poor, the event was still a success and showcased the new facilities at KSCC.
   Over the last few months, the Council has been actively involved in supporting events 
throughout the village and is always looking for volunteers to assist with the many wide 
and varied activities currently being undertaken. We are currently working on restoring a 
dry-stone wall in Hall Close, maintaining Sinc stream and maintaining the orchard in Hall 
Close. As always, we are looking for volunteers to assist with these projects, and if you 
have any spare time and are willing to assist us, please contact our Parish Clerk Sarah for 
further information, either in person at the office which is open Wednesday and Thursday 
from 9am to 4pm, or via an email to kettonpc@btinternet.com.
    As a Parish Council we will endeavour to keep villagers up-to-date with matters of local 
interest, by hosting special events such as the talk given by Helen Briggs about the St 
George’s Barracks joint initiative between RCC and the MOD on the 15th November. Also, 
we now have a reserved space in the Village Library for sharing KPC documentation to 
compliment our on-line communication channels. 
    Once again, we will erect a Village Christmas tree outside the library, although the lights 
may not be as adventurous and as bright as other Ketton residents! Other planned events 
over the coming period include the Christmas Tree festival on the 9th December and the 
Wassail on the 20th January.
   Finally, I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Tim Charge
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I moved into the village in 2000 after I had got a job at Perkins 
Engines in Peterborough. My search criteria for somewhere 
to live were very specific; I wanted a house with character in 
a village that had a pub. That’s what I’ve found in Ketton and 
apart from a couple of years when I was seconded to work in 
the USA I’ve been here ever since. I first joined the council 
in 2003 and then had to leave as I moved to the States, 
then I re-joined about a year after I came back in 2007. I’ve 
been involved in most roles on the council and enjoyed them 
all, but as I’m a scientist by profession and people think I 
understand numbers I seem to have become the person that 
works out the council’s finances for the last few years. In fact, 
I’m in the middle of doing the budget again for the next 

My name is Jody Knowles. I live in Ketton with my husband 
and two children who both attend Ketton School.  I am a 
full time mum and work part time at school, I’m the chair of 
the school PTA and get involved in running lots of events 
to raise money for the school.  Prior to starting a family I 
worked full time in the Finance Industry for 20 years.  This 
has given me a wealth of experience to draw on to help the 
council provide the best service to the residents of Ketton.  
I joined the council in August and my responsibilities are 
within the PR & M team.  Our team is responsible for areas 
such as the Ketton website, Facebook page and distribution 
of information to the village.  We also coordinate and run 
events in the village such as the upcoming Christmas tea 
party and the Wassail in the new year.

I was born in Peterborough in 1947 and raised in 
Whittlesey where my parents had a variety of business 
interests.  I was educated at March High School and Orton 
Longueville Grammar School.  My first job was in PR & 
Advertising with Baker Perkins.  My final position was with 
a firm of consulting actuaries in London before marrying 
Peter – a chartered surveyor – and motherhood to two 
daughters.  We returned to this area from Newcastle upon 
Tyne when both girls settled in London.
I was chairman of Parish Council from 2009 to 2012 where 
I was fortunate to oversee the new play equipment in Hall 
Close, the Ketton Hub and the affordable housing estate.  
I am currently chairman of the PR & Magazine committee.

know your councillor

I have always felt it important to make some contribution, however small, into the local 
environment and infrastructure. I am currently a parish councillor, school governor and 
a retired First Responder charged, along with other retired responders, with local CPR 
training.                                                                                                     Glenis Southern

financial year. I promise to keep the bill as small as possible.              Andrew McGilvray

Panettone Pudding
A great Christmas leftovers cheat, which uses minimal effort and tastes delicious!

Serves 4
You will need:

250g Panettone 
50g Butter (softened)

2 Eggs
142ml Double Cream

225ml Milk
1 tsp Vanilla Extract
2 tbsp Caster Sugar

4 tbsp Thick-cut Marmalade
Icing Sugar (to sprinkle)

 Pre-heat your oven to 180c and grease a shallow baking dish
 with a little butter.

 Cut the panettone into thick slices leaving the crusts on and butter them.  
Cut them in half and arrange sideways in your dish, spreading the marmalade 

evenly over the top of the panettone.
 Whisk together the eggs, cream, vanilla extract and sugar and pour 

evenly over the panettone. 
 Put the dish into a roasting tin and pour a hot water around it to a 

depth of about 2.5cm.
 Place into the oven and bake for 35 minutes until the pudding is just set.  

It should be nicely brown on top and yellow inside. 
 Serve hot, dusted with icing sugar.  

This dish is fabulous with soft whipped cream, custard or ice cream.     Adele

Christmas Chatterbox Recipe
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KHS PUTS ON A COLOURFUL DISPLAY TO   WELCOME AUTUMN 
For many, the Ketton Horticultural 

Show begins when the doors of St 
Mary’s School opens at 2pm on the first 
Sunday in September and ends with the 
prize-giving at about 4pm.  Nothing could 
be further from the truth. In fact, the 
organization of the Ketton show starts 
several months before hand with the 
members of the committee sitting down 
to decide the date of the show, select 
judges, allocate responsibilities and  to 
ensure that there are no administrative 
loose ends lying about.   
  The first job, which is more of a courtesy 
than arduous task, is to seek permission from 
the  Head Teacher of Ketton School, Mr Glen 
Frazer to hold the Horticultural Show in the 
School Hall – a permission which is willingly 
given. With that agreement under their belts, 
the KHS committee members tackle their 
agenda with an almost military precision.
  The next major commitment, which needs 
                  plenty of willing hands, is the 
                        collection of the exhibition 
                            benches from the lock-up in
                             Hall Close, and erecting 
                             them in the school hall, 
                            ready for the exhibitors
                          who will turn up on the 
                             Sunday morning. At 8 am 
                            the school doors are 
                           opened and steady stream
                         of would-be prize winners 
                  arrive, handing over their products 

to the members of the KHS committee who 
are responsible for organizing the display of 
the various classes. By 10.45 am all entries 
must have been entered and exhibitors 
gently but firmly shown the door, in order that 
the judges may be allowed to get on with 
their allotted tasks. This September’s show 
followed the traditional pattern, although 
entries were slightly down on last year. One 
of the reasons given for this reduction was 
that the hot summer which the village had 
enjoyed had resulted in many would-be 
exhibits being past their prime and would-be 
exhibitors not wishing to enter exhibits which 
would reflect badly on them.
   Promptly at 2 pm, the doors opened to 
allow in the exhibitors and other interested 
members of the pubic who were welcomed 
by the Chairman, Steve Allan who  opened 
the show with a few well chosen words of wit 
and wisdom. The formalities over, the crowd 
of exhibitors who far out- numbered the 
visitors  to last year’s Show, the exhibitors, 
their  colleagues and many who were just 
curious, fanned out through the hall. Despite 
the lower number of entries, there was no 
fall in standards.  Indeed, in the opinion of 
the judges, the entries displayed a uniformly 
high standard. This meant that the margin 
between a First and a Second was often 
minimal, although the difference in the 
prize money would scarcely buy one of the 
excellent cakes for sale on the WI stall. 
All the old hands were there, but it was a                                

pleasure to see some new faces, particularly 
among the younger elements of the  
village, but at the other end of the scale, 
the veterans, however, took most of the 
prizes, including Al Perna, who this year 
was unable to present his normal artistic 
display of onions, which he said had been 
attacked by thrips tabacai, a pest previously 
unknown to horticuluralists in this area. 
Instead of onions, Al rewarded spectators 
with a display of celery, which would been 
equally at home in a forest of tree ferns by 
their size; so it was no surprise when Al 
was declared worthy winner of the Dodds 
Cup for the Best Vegetable exhibit. Other 
popular winners in the vegetable section  
David Salmon who collected the KHS shield, 
the Blake Cup as well as the Harris Tray, 
while David Stewardson came away with 
the Ketton Club Gardener’s Cup and the 
Henry Herb Cup in the Vegetable Section as 
well as picking up the KHS Chrysanthemum 
Cup for a truly magnificent arrangement 
of chrysanthemums.  In the other flower 
classes, the Harris family also had a 
bonanza, with Honor Harris sweeping the 
board in the Floral Art arrangements.
   There were awards, too, in the painting and 
photography classes. The former seemed 
to be dominated by Ann Archer and the 
Lewis’s, so it was no surprise that the KHS 
Cup for the most   points in art and handicraft 
deservedly went to Ann Archer. The first prize 
in the photographic section was awarded 

to John Deane for an all-action shot of the 
Calgary Stampede.
   After the judging, came the presentation 
of awards, which this year were presented 
by Mr Chris Young, Editor of The Garden. 
The first prize for the best kept front garden, 
this year went to Mr Lindsey Fairburn of 38, 
Kelthorpe Close, but a Highly Recommended 
was awarded to Mr Frank Chapman for his 
excellent topiary-work.
   The awards all having been collected, 
the Chairman thanked Mr Young for his  
presentations and then went on to thank 
all those who had helped to make this one 
of the more successful shows  of recent 
years, with over 240 people attending. He 
specifically thanked the ladies of the Ketton 
W.I, who had produced an endless flow of 
tea and a marvellous selection of “stickies”.     
He was pleased to announce that some 
boxes of these goodies were on sale for 
those who felt the need for something special 
for tea.  Chairman Steve, before wishing 
everyone a safe 
journey home, 
suggested to all 
who were present, 
but were not yet 
members of the KHS, 
consider joining the Society. 
KHS was a sociable 
organization and, in 
addition to the opportunity 
of making friends, it 
offered outings to 
places of interest and other 
social events.                                             
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01780 720500CALL

CALL  01780 720500
CALL 01780 720500

will take care of it
call on the number
below to find out more

NACOSS
SILVER

www.sonicsecurity.com

Call for further information

Ten years ago the 'hut' was officially opened by Nic Hart, who provided one of the 
sources of funding for the hut via the Freemasons. The new building was the dream 

of retired Guiders who first started asking how this could be achieved. A committee 
was formed and then a lease for 25 years was obtained from Castle Cement (as it was 
then). Various grants were obtained from The Big Lottery, The Whitebread Trust, the 
Freemasons Lodge, to name but a few and of course the villagers of Ketton generously 
contributed, the dream was on its way. Then they discovered the quote provided as a 
guide as to how much it would cost was unrealistic, so there was more fund raising. 
A fantastic effort meant the money was finally raised to realise this dream. Finally, the 
build started and it was officially opened on Saturday 15th September, 2007.
    The 10th anniversary party/fete was held on Saturday 2nd  September. The children were 
treated to free goes on all of the activities. lt was a lovely day weather wise and everyone had 
a good time. The leaders of the units organised the day to say thank you to everyone who had 
contributed.
    Some of the Trustees now wish to retire and they feel it is time for others to take their place. 
The job is not onerous, they only meet two or three times a year, so if you feel that you would 
like to give something back to the village and the Guides and Scouts movements in particular 
please get in touch. You can be sure of a very warm welcome.
Please call 01780 720244, 721426 or 721792.
    The "Hut" is currently supported by the 100 Club and the delivery of Chatterbox, there are 
some places available in the 100 Club, the cost is £60 a year and can be paid monthly by direct 
debit, or monthly in cash. Forms for the direct debit can be obtained from Joyce Bird.
Please call her on 01780 721150. Thank you.                                         Anne McQuistan

KETTON Guide & Scout Hut .....10 years on
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Omega Airport Cars

Door To Door 
Luxurious Travel

omegaofstamford.co.uk

Tel

Email

07710 236 926

omegaofstamford@gmail.com

B&B / Self-Catering 
Accommodation

The Apartment, Randolph Cottage,
Church Road, Ketton, Stamford

(Visit Britain 3 Stars)

Self-contained first floor apartment
(sleeps up to 4) in beautiful setting

with all the comforts of home.

Available on a self-catering/B&B basis for 
short breaks, holidays or to accommodate

 visiting family or friends.

For more information and details
please contact Maggie Forster:

Tel: 01780 720802
e-mail: forster.ketton@talktalk.net
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ANDY BIRD PLUMBING
Plumbing, Heating & Bathroom Installation

23 Ash Place
Stamford, Lincs.

PE9 2JB

Tel: 01780 720437        
Mob: 07793 539537 220075

Max Pridmore –                
Motocross Champion

Among Ketton’s finest we should count eight 
year old Max Pridmore. His arrival at a 

competition surely makes all the other competitors 
quake. In his second year of competition he has 
won the Peterborough Junior Championship, 
come fifth in the East Anglia Region and is placed 
fourteenth in the National Championship. His mum 
must spend hours polishing the ranks of cups and 
trophies that fill their home.

he was seven. After two seasons in the Auto 
class he is looking forward to next year when 
he will go up a class riding a new 65cc machine 
with a six speed transmission which he says 
will give him more control and presumably 
make it harder for the other competitors to 
catch him.
    There will be no let up this winter with the 
new bike to learn. Days will be spent at the 
track near Grantham. Max’s younger brother 
is also into the sport so there will soon be 
family competition. The family is of course 

crucial, with Dad, Mum, Nan and Grandad 
all contributing towards Max’s success. 
The village too helps. Max is sponsored 
by the Whitebread Trust and the school 

follows Max closely, sharing his 
pride in each new triumph. Other 

support comes from West 
Street Garage in Stamford, 
Gear 4 Motorcycles in Market 
Deeping, S. James Prestige 

Cars of Stamford, Wulfsport 
Clothing and Putoline oils.

    We too can congratulate this 
young champion and wish him well in 

  Every weekend during the season, March 
to October Mum, Dad, Max and his younger 
brother Jake load up the bikes and pile into 
their motorhome to visit a competition. Each 
track is a muddy path with hills and hollows, 
left and right corners, summits which mean a 
jump and faster straights which start off wide 
enough for forty riders to line up all abreast 
waiting for the gates to drop. Forty un-silenced 
engines raise a rasping wall of sound. They’re 
off! It’s a dash though a sea of flying mud 
picked up by the knobbly tyres of eighty 
wheels. Getting to the first corner at the head 
of the pack is crucial and Max is an expert.
After  the  three  races  held  each  race  day 
it usually ends with yet more silver going 
home with Max and more points added to his 
Championship score.
    Max off his bike is a quiet calm 
self possessed young man with all 
his mind in gear. On the bike he’s in 
overdrive. It all started because his 
dad, Ryan, was an active motocross 
competitor and Max was keen to follow. 
When he was five he got his present 
bike, a 50cc, automatic gear machine 
and took his racing number 900. He learnt 
and practised for a year then started to 
compete once John Sharp

a long and successful career. Well
done Max!!
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At 3pm on Saturday 12th 
September 2017, the Fete got 

under way, unfortunately the weather 
was very inclement and only the 
hardy ventured outside to see what 
the stalls could offer. There were the 
usual tombola and food stalls, the 
hot tea and coffee was particularly 
welcome on a cold wet afternoon. 
The vintage cars and motorbikes 
looked a little forlorn in the overcast 
wet conditions and the ice-cream 
vendor did not look particularly

Grand Opening Ceremony 
of Ketton Sports 
and Community 
Centre and 
Ketton 
Village Fete

happy. Ketton Parish Council did there best to inform people of their plans, but the rain 
inevitably had a dampening effect. In the hall, the face and nail painting was very popular 
amongst the chidren and indeed some grown ups!
    Long before the opening ceremony was due to start people had gathered in numbers in the 
main hall to avoid the rain outside. As one would expect there was a sizable demand for tea

and coffee as well as alcohol and the bar staff 
were kept very busy for most of the time. The 
general conversations within the crowd were 
very complimentary about the new facility, plus 
a great deal of speculation as to what functions 
would be held in the future. Whilst the building 
work still needed a few finishing touches, the 
size of the venue adequately catered for the 
numbers and there was plenty of room for all. 
Once finished the large open space could be 
reduced with the use of bi-fold doors.
    There were a number of speakers and 
Martin 'Wolfie' Adams, a well known darts 
champion addressed the assembled throng, 
he thought the building was a magnificent 
achievement and a tribute to the hard work put 
in by the organizers and he hoped that it would 
accommodate a senior darts championship in 
the future.
    Craig Mitchell, High Sheriff of Rutland 
commended the organizers for their vision and 
perseverance in completing such a worthwhile 
project. He was particularly impressed with 
the amount of money raised, particularly 
from within the village, demonstrating a 
true community spirit. Others were equally 
complimentary and lavish in their praise for 
those who had worked tirelessly in contributing 
to the project.                                             JFC

Wakes
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Dry stone walling is one of the characteristic features of the Rutland landscape, and although a well-built wall can stand for a 
century or more, repairs and renovation are sometimes necessary.  In Ketton a major overhaul of the boundary wall of  Hall Close in 

Redmiles Lane has now been started, with an experienced waller, Richard Plummer, overseeing a team of Ketton volunteers. 
  My own interest in drystone walling was precipitated when shortly after moving to Geeston I discovered that (contrary to the 
information in the searches!) the rear boundary wall was ours, and not the neighbours'.  It was also in a state of considerable 

disrepair.  After two fortunately timed walling courses organised by Brooksby Melton Campus I set to single-handedly to renovate 
it.  It took a fair while, but after 11 years and two earthquakes it is still standing. When the Parish Council started advertising for 

volunteers for the project, I felt the itch to get walling again and joined up.  That first Wednesday morning we saw what 
we were facing:

  The wall had become overgrown and barely visible under a mound of soil and vegetation, and worse still it had been undermined 
by several mature trees, the roots of which had yet to be removed.  Some of the covering had been dug off, 

revealing the remains of the wall:
Parish Council staff David Parry and Phil Greaves have done much clearing work, preparing the site so that the volunteers could 
begin dismantling the remains of the wall, and sort and stack the stones for re-use.  Because of soil and root penetration, some 

stone was badly degraded and had to be discarded.
The end of the old wall next to the metal field gate was the best preserved section, with a reasonable foundation, and Richard 

decided that as much of the old structure as possible should be retained to give an idea of how the wall had originally looked.  After 
only a couple of sessions the rebuild was beginning to develop:

  The number of volunteers varies from week to week, and the Parish Council is encouraging more volunteers to come forward.  Dry 
stone walling is a craft where you can see results 'in real time', and it's not rocket science.  This is a community activity which will 
be of benefit to the village, and the very visible results of which should last for at least a hundred years – and you will be learning 
this craft.  So if you are free on Wednesday mornings, come to the site at 9.30 – gloves and goggles are provided, all you need is 

yourself and a stout pair of boots.  And how does weather affect things?  I put several questions to my Brooksby Melton tutor, one 
of them about what conditions would stop work.   I still have my note of his one-word answer – “Atrocious”.  

                                                                                                                                                                                        Peter Nancarrow
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While most people think of the Great War 
of 1914-18, they almost inevitably think of 

a war fought by opposing armies using tanks, 
aircraft, machine guns and other deadly forms 
of eradication of the enemy This may have 
been part of the picture but it was certainly 
not the total canvas. For example, virtually all 
supplies hauled up to the front line from the 
nearest railhead was undertaken by horses 
and mules. These animals alone consumed 
enormous quantities of fodder, without that 
needed for the horses of the cavalry and field 
artillery. In fact, the consumption of hay & straw 
amounted to a million tons per year for British 
units alone. Loose hay could not be shipped in 
such quantities, it had to be baled. A stationary 
baler had already been invented by Joyce & 
Invicta and this type of baler is still used to bale 
waste paper, plastics, wool etc. for recycling, 
but a transportable one was urgently required 
and produced.
   Prior to the Great War virtually all the power 
on the farm was provided by the horse. To be  
              sure there were steam 
                   driven traction 

engines but these were normally owned by 
contractors who would go from farm to farm to 
help individual farmers process their crops. For 
the rest of the year the farmer would rely on 
the power of his horses. However, despite the 
carnage that the Great War inflicted on millions 
of people servicemen and civilians alike, like 
all wars, it brought in is train remarkable 
steps forward in technology. Prior to 1914, the 
internal combustion engine was in its infancy. It 
lacked power, it was vulnerable to break-downs 
and generally unreliable. The war gave a great 
impetus to the development to the ICE which 
by 1919 was powering tanks, giant Zeppelins 
and, above all the lowly tractor and lorry. 
    After the war, farmers were keen to join the 
queue to obtain the new form of transport which 
not only dispensed with the horse, but, more 
significantly, dispensed with a good proportion 
of the traditional labour force. Although the hay-
making process did not change, its collection 
and storage certainly did, the most important 
change being in the baler. 
The new balers were

Haymaking in the Twentieth Century
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smaller and more easily trailed from location 
to location. They produced a rectangular block 
of hay, weighing about 1 cwt which meant that 
bales could be handled by one man, and, being 
rectangular, made optimum use of stacking 
space.
   Later, in the 1920s balers were developed 
which had their own method of mobility built in, 
and with this mobility came a range of options, 
so that hay-makers could then decide to go 
for the original rectangular form [1 cwt ] which 
suited the majority of small & medium farmers’ 
requirements or go for one of the larger range 
of balers which produced a rectangular bale 
weighing upto a third of a third of tonne, far too 
heavy for a man to handle and thus needing 
specialized machinery to transport and stack 
them. To feed these balers, large tractors were 
necessary to which cutters could be fixed to 
give an 18 foot cut. For this size of cut, rotators 
of the same width are required. These rotators 
can row the hay up in the air and spread it to 
dry and then, when ready, row the hay up for
the baler to follow. With all this speed a large 
baler is needed, the one working in Ketton 
is a Class 2200 quadrant and produces a       
rectangular bale of a third of a tonne As an
alternative, a farmer could decide to choose a                           
                   circular baler. These circular bales
                      while not as easy to stack as the
                                     rectangular 

bales, and not as heavy as the large rectangular 
ones, are more compressed and therefore less 
likely to be effected by moisture. 
To minimize deterioration from moisture they 
often clad with some form of plastic envelope. 
these envelopes may just cover the circular 
element of the bale, leaving the two ends at the 
mercy of the weather and lead to loss of crop. 
Full plastic covering is possible for circular 
bales as an added protection against moisture 
and this has led to the production of a type of 
silage for farmers who lack silos. 
   But all this haymaking whether with scythe 
and hay fork or a super baler, all rely on the 
weather. Hence the saying: “Make hay while 
the sun shines!”                        Monty Andrew
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The Autumn Garden
Gathering leaves as they fall saves a lot of back-breaking work later on in the season 

as the weather turns inclement. Once the leaves begin to fall, rake leaves as often 
as you can to keep the job as light as possible. Hopefully you will not have as many as 
in the picture.
    Buy your winter 
bedding plants early, as 
they are much cheaper at 
the beginning of autumn. 
Plant them up early so 
they bed in before winter 
arrives.
Collect seeds from your 
garden as this is a cheap 
way of planting up your 
garden for next year, and 
you can always give them 
away to friends. Continue 
to deadhead flowering 
plants, especially roses, 
as they can continue 
blooming for another 
month or two. Even 
though lawns are getting
rather wet to mow, keep them edged. This keeps your garden looking smart and takes your 
eye off the uncut grass.
    Autumn is a really good time for transplanting work because the soil has sufficient moisture 
thanks to regular rain showers. The ground is still warm from the summer, therefore the plants 
still have enough time to get used to their new position and form new roots. This means new 
plants can also be planted in the autumn with no need to worry. This is the last chance before 
the winter to bring a bit of colour into the garden. Roses, for example, should be planted 
ideally in Autumn, before the first ground frost.
    Bulbs should also be planted in autumn so their flowers germinate from the soil at the right 
time in spring to delight you with their blaze of colour. The right position is crucial for them to 
thrive and flower in spring, most like fresh, moist soil. They should be planted in the ground at 
a depth of two to three times their height. Make a sufficiently large and deep hole, then place 
the bulbs in the ground with their tip facing upwards, cover them with soil and press down.
Lawns
   In winter, the wet, low temperatures and weak sunshine affect the lawn. That’s why lawns 
need some TLC before the really cold spell begins. When the leaves fall in autumn, they 
should be cleared from the lawn regularly. Leaves left lying on the lawn will deprive it of 
light and encourage the formation of dry, brown patches and the growth of moss. Mow your 
lawn for the last time around the beginning of November. Make sure that the grass is not 
cut shorter than 5 cm as longer grass can make better use of less sunlight. This will ensure 
improved resistance against weeds and moss.
Hedges
    Hedges should be pruned for the last time in autumn to prevent decaying if damp 
accumulates. Only cut deciduous hedges back as far as you can without creating any holes 
as these will not grow back over the winter, leaving the hedge looking bare. Any tree leaves 
lying on the hedge should also be removed as otherwise the hedge will not get enough fresh 
air and sun, resulting in rot.
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Winter cyclamen

A & K ASSOCIATES LTD
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Local qualified accountant providing a full range of accounting services
for the needs of the self-employed and for limited companies.

Give me a call for a free initial consultation on how
I can help you with your business or personal tax affairs.

Kate Rogers BSc FMAAT
15 The Green, Ketton, Stamford PE9 3RA

Tel: 01780 721899     Email: kate@akassociates.eu

Cutting herbaceous perennials, bushes and shrubs
   When shrubs go yellow, their stems bend towards the ground or they start to go to seed, it 
is time to cut them down. This is because the plants are now drawing their sap back to their 
roots. If they are not cut down, they may decay.
Bushes and shrubs can be cut to approximately a quarter of their size. This can, however, 
vary according to the type of bush or shrub.

Smaller, but necessary jobs
• Dig out summer bulbs such as dahlias and 
store them in an airy box.
• Bring pot plants indoors or place them in a 
sheltered position.
• Switch off water connections, empty taps 
and watering devices so that frozen water 
cannot cause any damage. Outside tap 
should be lagged if still connected to main 
supply.
• Dismantle pond pumps and, if necessary,
 install an anti-ice pump.
When winter comes, you can enjoy a relaxing break from gardening. But watch out: It won't be 
long before spring arrives and it's time to get started again!

Adam 
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I have always drawn but it was 
not until I had lessons at school 
from Charles Tunnicliffe RA that I 

came to see properly. Since then I 
always have a sketch book handy. 
I’ve worked in lots of media but I 
sometimes think my best work has 
been my pen and ink drawings. It 
follows that living in Ketton I have 
done quite a few pictures. The 
drawings are on A4 Bristol board 
and using a dipping pen into a bottle 
of indian ink. Lately I have regressed 
a bit and have used variously sized 
fibre tips – more convenient working 
outside but looked at critically they 
do not seem to have the bite of the 
older method.
   My first drawing as you might expect 
was the view of the church as I crossed 
the Chater bridge for the first time 
in 1986. This is actually a half size 
drawing done to fit a special frame for 
my wife Jane’s birthday card and it still 
hangs in her room. It is hard to think of 
this fine building standing there with a 
cluster of poor thatched huts around 
it as Ketton must have been in those 
days. Where did they get the wealth to 
build so extravagantly?
   Perhaps of course I’m wrong and my 
second drawing of Emmanuel Cottage 
is the clue. This has been there a long 
time and maybe points to a richer past. 
Just down the lane as well is the old 
water mill (which I’ve also drawn). This 
must have generated income for the 
village too.
   Walking through Aldgate via a winter 
picture in a more interesting style and 
turning left over the footbridge took me 
into the orchard at Hall Close. It was 
the winter soon after the new apple 
trees had been planted when I saw 
this fine view of the other side of the 
church rising over the riverside trees. I 
remember the ground was still littered 
with large bramley apples which had 
fallen from the old trees to the right.
     

Drawing Ketton 
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H●H●M
Carpentry, Joinery & Home Maintenance
for those jobs you keep meaning to do!

Tel: 01780 722107         Mobile: 07812 851029

Windows, Doors, Kitchens, Cupboards, Shelving,
Picture Hanging, Flat packs Assembly,

Structural Work Inside & Out.

The river at Aldgate and beyond is 
I suppose the picturesque side of 
the village though I have also done 
drawings of the present day wealth 
generator, the cement works. Just 
over the main road is the lane down 
to the Fish-ponds Bridge which is 
the subject of my favourite Ketton 
drawing. Winter again I see. It does 
enable the artist to see the structure 
of the trees in all their writhing 
complexity – a challenge.
                                   

Wherever one stops in a 
village like Ketton there is a 
picture to be seen, just not 

enough time to capture them 
all.            

John Sharp                        
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In the last issue of Chatterbox, the question was  
posed, why is a Badge of HMS Cottesmore  
adorning the wall in the Ketton Parish Office and by 

whom was it presented. A small brass plate beneath 
the plaque gives an answer to the questions , but 
does not give the whole story. The plate states that 
this badge of HMS Cottesmore was presented 
to the Ketton Rural District Council by the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty in view of the District’s 
successful efforts in raising funds duringWarship Week 21st March1942. This 
only raises more questions and for the answer we must go back to the later stages 
of the Great War when theGovenment , realising it would have a severely adverse 
effect on pubic morale if it were to raise taxes any further,  came up with the idea of 
offering National Savings bonds so that the public would see themselves helping  the 
government out of its financial difficulties while still being able to save.
   In the Second World War, the British Government decided to repeat the process, but 
they línked these appeals to specific weeks and to particular items of equipment. Thus 
there were Wings for Victory Weeks in which the theme was ostensibly raising funds 
fo aircraft, Tanks for Attack Weeks to raise funds for the 

army. Communities were given targets to meet 
and should these targets be met,  their efforts 
would be recognised in one way or another. In 
Warships Week, there was an added attraction 
- each community participating was allocated 
a ship corresponding in size, so that capital 
ships were allocated  to large cities while 
smaller towns & districts were paired off with 
smaller ships and if the town or city achieved 
its savings  target, some form of recognition 
was given, in the case of Ketton Rural District  

                  [as it then was],  was  its  adoption  by  HMS
                   Cottesmore and the presentation the plaque which  now adorns a wall 

in the Ketton Parish Office. 
  The Government Savings Bonds which were issued to the patriotic savers  had 
within them, a vicious restriction. Unlike the bonds which were  issued in 1917-18,  
the Second World War Bonds were undated,which meant that the Government could 
chose to redeem  them whenever it wished.  Although it was assumed that they 
would be redeemed at the end of the war, no government has sought to do so  and 
the purchasers, have over the decades since 1945, seen their hard earned savings 
become vuirtually valueless – a fine reward for those who patriotically invested in 
National  Savings and a deceitful  government action which no post-war  administration 
of either Party  has had the rectitude to correct.                                                    GLA

The HMS 
Cottesmore  

Plaque
The Question 

Answered
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Congratulations on the 
evocative steam railway 

engine frontispiece on your 
Summer 2017 issue. 
   The steam engine named “Flying 
Scotsman”, an A3 class Pacific, was 
indeed built at Doncaster in 1923 
and given the serial number 4472.  It 
was built specifically to haul the high 
speed LNER express service on the

East Coast mainline from King’s Cross to Edinburgh 
Waverley.  This service was also named “The Flying 
Scotsman” express although it was also frequently 
powered by other engines of the same design.  As

you pointed out, the Flying Scotsman engine was 
retired by British Rail in 1963 having first been 
renumbered as 60103 and is now owned by the 
National Railway Museum in York.  During its 
“retirement” the engine has been hired out many
times to groups wishing to run specialist excursions. 
Hence in your picture, the engine carries a boiler- 
mounted headplate reading  “Railway Touring 
Company”.
  Some eighty years after “Flying Scotsman”, and well 
into the era of diesel and electric locomotives, a group

of steam enthusiasts decided to build their own brand 
new steam engine.  This was built in Darlington using 
the design of LNER engineer Arthur Peppercorn. The 
Peppercorn Class A1 locomotives were similar, but not

identical to the original Flying Scotsman design.  The 
new engine was completed in 2008, given the serial 
number 60163 and named Tornado.   Its exploits 
include reaching a speed of 100 mph on the East Coast 
mainline near Doncaster.  In order to recoup some of 
the three million pounds construction cost, it is normally 
hired out to specialist rail groups running tours and 
excursions – just like its famous predecessor.  

PICTURE FRAMING
At affordable prices

Personal ServiceRing or call
Mallen Spring

59 High Street, Ketton.
01780 720513

anndawnarcher@yahoo.com

   This brings me to my suggestion.  Perhaps Chatterbox and its readers might hire Tornado (or 
the Flying Scotsman)  to haul a special seaside excursion trains from Ketton Central, via Kirby 
Muxloe to Knebworth Harbour?  Replace the usual “Railway Touring Company”  headplate on 
the boiler with your own” KKK Express” plate – and then you might approach Donald Trump for 
sponsorship.                                                                                              Dr. B. Grieveson

Dear Mr Collier,          Gordon Alderson showed me the Summer 2017 copy of the magazine.  I was very impressed by the David Epps picture on the front cover - but the page 3 commentary surprised me.  The Flying Scotsman ???  I thought that it was retired long ago to its rightful place in the York Railway Museum.  Some research informed me that although it spends much of its time in the museum, it emerges from time to time for specialist trips which help to finance the enormous costs of maintaining the engine in working order.  I also discovered that there is an almost brand new engine named Tornado which resembles the Flying Scotsman very closely -- and so is frequently confused with its predecessor.   I attach a note about the two engines which may help to fill a space in the next issue if required
Dr. Brian GrievesonFarnham,  Surrey.  
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Contact the Association for details of all the facilities and individual clubs by visiting 
the association web site; kettonsports.com or follow the association on Facebook

Telephone: 07944 530086 or 01780 721507
or just pop along to the associations headquarters at Pit lane

Ketton
Sports Association

 

Ketton Sports association.indd   1 07/10/2013   21:47

Email: enquires@kettonsportsandcommunitycentre.co.uk
Club House 01780 721507 (please leave a message and we will contact you)

www.KettonSportsandCommunityCentre.co.uk
or just pop along to the headquarters at Pit Lane

Activities to suit all levels/ages, Cricket, Bowls, 
Petanque, Tennis, Football, Junior Triathlon, 
Healthly Walking Group, Keep Fit - includes junior 
coaching and courses.

Live sport on Sky and BT plus Wi-Fi
Darts   Dominoes   Cribbage   Pool
Early opening Fridays 4.30pm - ALL WELCOME
LIVE MUSIC Saturday nights
BINGO every Sunday. 8.00pm eyes down.
Indoor sports teams encouraged.

Ideal party or function venue to suit both small or 
large groups. 2 individual rooms available or can be 
combined into 1 large room

Sports & Community Centre

WELCOMES ALL COMERS

Follow us on Facebook
Contact us for more information.

On Tuesday the 16th of July a gathering of classic motorcyclist met at the Railway Inn. 
This being the sixth year that this meeting has been held there, originally it being a 

one off event by Rutland Classic Motor Club. The original event in 2012 was a ‘stop off’ 
on an evening club ride out, with eight members taking part. Having been made very 
welcome by the then new landlord John Etkins it has now become an annual event. 
    This year over thirty motorcyclists attended plus many admirers, no doubt encouraged by the 
free barbeque John provided. The most common comment heard on the day was, “I had one 
just like that”, indeed there will be a number of readers who after seeing the picture with this 
article may well echo that sentiment. 
    We had an extra meet this year at the Fete and Grand Opening of new Ketton Sport and 
Social Club in September to display our bikes and we’ll be back at the Railway next year.
                                                                                                          Bob Webster 01780 721499

www.kettonplayschool.com
          2½ - 5 year olds

  15 hours free for 3 year olds
Open Mon-Fri up to 7 hours daily

 01780 721676

Classic Motorcycle Meet 
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   Members then tucked into succulent steaks, washed down with beverages of  their choice, 
followed by appetising sweets, concluding with coffee, all efficiently dispensed by Sandra and 
her dream team.
   Entertainment is part of this annual ritual, so it was no surprise when that anecdotalist of 
some repute Steve Allan took to the floor, wowing the members with merriment, there were 
many aching ribs.
   The members were then in for a real surprise as Sinclair Rogers burst into song with a 
rendition of Tommy Coopers  famous hit ,‘Don’t Jump of the Roof Dad ‘if you were to close 
your eyes, Tommy was there, this charismatic performance encouraged members to join in, a 
special moment, something to be remembered.
     Business then got underway, with Senior Umpire John Loweth commenting on the lack 
of skill shown by some players, this caused some consternation, but resulted in a coaching 
position being created, other matters appertaining to the rules were discussed, and type 
of competition for the coming season, it was hoped that the Anglo American Trophy

Monday October 23rd and members of the EDGCL  gathered 
at the Northwick Arms for their annual general meeting 

and supper, the Master of Ceremonies’ Steve Allan welcomed 
the attendees to the gathering, Vic Henry then announced 
apologies for absence from David Epps, who was undergoing 
an operation, the members wished him a speedy recovery, 
Malcolm Desforges away on family business, and Emerson Tex Byrd who was a team 
member (Along with his son Matt) of the winning combination that snatched  the Anglo 
American trophy after a thrilling match from a team representing the EDGCL last June.

croquet annual dinner
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Ketton parish council

Why not advertise your

 business in Chatterbox?

Chatterbox is delivered to every house in Ketton as well 

being available in the Post Office & Library and provides 

an excellent opportunity to make residents  aware of your 

services at very competitive rates

ADVERTISING RATES

 ¼ Page  £25 per issue

 ½ Page  £45 Per issue

Full page £ 60 Per issue

A discount of 10% is allowed to advertisers 

who advertise in three consecutive issues.

For further information, contact our 

Advertising Manager: Ian Loder 

on Stamford 720 759

www.ketton.org.uk

WANTED 
Sports Editor

If you are interested, 
contact the Editor
on 01780 720488

Interested in the History of Ketton? 

Ketton History Group
Meet 2nd Tuesday each month

John Collier.  01780 720488 or 

7blackdog7@gmail.com

Copy Deadline for the next 

issue of Chatterbox is 

22nd February

The Firmament
A constellation in the sky

The brightest star will catch the eye 
Comets and planets afire in space
Super novas that leave no trace

Amongst all these, one stands supreme
A galactic giant, whose light doth beam 

From far above, to earth below 
Too keep all bears safe, and so

When peering at the Milky Way
Long after the sun's withdrawn his ray 
Look high in the sky that's lost its blue

For Ursa  Major, Minor too!
Anon

poetry corner
would again feature, and that with a coach 
being appointed , and players versed in the 
execution of the infamous jump shot, this 
would allow the EDGCL team  the opportunity 
to regain this coveted trophy. Before the 
concluding item of the evening, John Collier 
proposed a toast to absent friends.
    Officers’ were then elected; President Wg. 
Cmdr. Gordon Alderson; Secretary David Epps; 
Treasurer John Collier; Senior Umpire John 
Loweth; Assistant Umpire Malcolm Desforges 
;Archivist and Photographer David Heather; 
Coach and Chaplain Rev Don McGarrigle; 
Almoner and Biscuiteer Sinclair Rogers,; 
Master of Ceremonies’ and Entertainment 
Officer Steve Allan; Development Director  
(Nulli Secundus) Peter Southern; PR and 
Press Officer Vic  Henry.
The members all agreed it had been a most 
enjoyable evening, with special thanks 
to David Epps and the President for their 
valuable input, before a group of happy, 
contented Croquet aficionados wended their 
weary way home.

VRH
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Over a year ago now I decided to get behind the scenes of a television programme just 
to see how it all worked. The TV programme I chose was “Pointless” as I was a hopeless 
addict at the time. I couldn't convince my wife Helen to accompany me on the show, She's 

much too sensible, so an old quiz partner, Sue duly obliged. We went for an audition in 
Feb 2016 and were told 15,000 couples had applied and they only needed 1500, so we 
had a 10:1 chance of being chosen. You can imagine our dismay when we came last in 
the general knowledge preliminaries, (forty questions to be answered in 2 minutes), not 

to mention the mock playing of a Pointless game among the eight couples in the audition 
alongside us.

For those who do not watch the quiz on TV, the idea is to find an answer to the question 
which few others will have guessed or even a pointless answer, one that nobody else 
came up with. The couple with the highest score after each round are eliminated from 

the competition, but with a second chance to appear in a subsequent show with different 
competitors.

We were eliminated on the first round in the first show, but managed to get through to the 
head to head stage in the second show, while facing a jackpot sum of £5,500 prize.

Sadly we bottled out on an anagram round involving tea. Had it been beer we might have 
stood a better chance. We have many stories to tell of our experiences and if your group 
or society would like more insight into the stuff which isn't shown on telly, Sue and I would 
be happy to come along an enlighten and entertain. With each filming session taking one 
and a half hours and each programme showing for 45 minutes, a lot of TV footage fell on 

the cutting room floor.
Watching a TV show, especially one you have featured in, is akin to reading verses of a 
scripture, what we see and hear in the passage is only what's on the surface. There is 

much, much  more going on behind the scenes and it takes time and effort to evaluate all 
that's going on in the story.

So book us now for your society talks or after dinner speeches and you'll find out more.
                                                                                                                God Bless, 

                                                                                                                             Rev'd Don. 

It’s
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St Mary’s Lent Lunches

Lent Lunches in the Congregational Hall started 
in 2004 in order to raise funds for the parish of 

Khulwanda, a remote village in the north of Kenya, 
where there was no local healthcare. This was the 
result of the link which Peterborough Diocese had 
formed with the Diocese of Bungoma in Kenya and 
when individual parishes were invited to link with a 
parish in Kenya, St Mary’s became involved, both in 
terms of prayer and friendship, as well as financial 
support. Over the years thousands of pounds were 
donated to build and equip a basic health clinic and 
latterly to fund a nurse to run it. This was not the 
simple task it would be in Britain as the building 
bricks first had to be made and fired and a well 
dug! The local community raised funds and over 
the years Rev David Everett and other members 
of the Diocese made visits to Khulwanda and 
members of the Bungoma clergy visited Ketton, 
including Ketton School which raised money to 
fund a cow!
     During this time, the generosity of those who supported the Lent Lunches enabled us to 
also fund various local projects, including The Lodge Trust, Thorpe Hall and East Midlands 
Immediate Care Scheme.
     In 2016 the link between Peterborough Diocese and the diocese of Bungoma ended. Our 
support has been greatly appreciated and hopefully it has increased our understanding of the 
daily challenges faced by our brothers and sisters in that part of the world and heightened our 
awareness of all that we take for granted in this country. 
    The small group which organises the Lent Lunches, currently led by Honor Harris, will continue 
to hold Lent Lunches on the first five Mondays in Lent in support of two charities – one local 
and one abroad.  In 2017 £1588.70 (including Gift Aid) was raised and shared between The 
Evergreen Trust and War Child. The lunches are open to all ages and for many years staff from 
Ketton School have brought 6 children,each week, to enjoy the homemade soup, bread and 
fruit.  Details are published annually in the Parish Magazine and on the village noticeboards. 
The dates for your diary for 2018 are February 19, 26, March 5, 12, 19.  If you have not already 
sampled the delights of the homemade soups and sometimes homemade bread too, we look 
forward to welcoming you in 2018!                                  Honor Harris and Christine Ockenden
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it so often, especially from the television and wireless broadcasts and the very structure 
of life, which demands that certain things happen at prescribed times.  Digital displays at 
all railway stations now make a uniform statement of urgency, promising that the trains 
are running ‘to time’.
    Going back hundreds of years, the reference for time keeping was the sun’s position in 
the heavens; but sundials are only of use when the sun is shining, hour glasses are fiddly 
and of limited use, candles are unreliable and hazardous and the clepsydra, or water clock is 
inherently inconsistent and difficult to interpret.
    The mechanical clock was invented in the mid fourteenth century in the Low Countries, 
probably on the border of Belgium and The Netherlands.  The earliest example in this country 
dates from 1386 and you can see it today preserved in working order in Salisbury Cathedral.  
It has no face with hands, but merely strikes the hours (1 to 12) on a bell.  Hereby is a clue to 
the genesis of the clock: the religious establishments needed to tell the time throughout the 
day to enable the prescribed services to be said at the correct intervals, from Primes through 
to Compline.
     Clock faces followed fairly quickly 
but they were decorative and told 
information about the  heavenly 
bodies rather than the passing 
of the hours.  Perhaps the best 
known among the really old clocks 
is that in Wells Cathedral, although 
if you want less hassle and more 
tranquillity, Ottery St Mary parish 
church in Devon has a fine example 
in tranquil surroundings (Photo 1).
       For centuries timekeeping 
was poor, only around a quarter 
of an hour per day.  This improved 
dramatically in 1659 with the 
invention of the pendulum by 
Christian Huygens.  Quickly 
on its heels came the various 
escapements that we recognise today and by 1715 (Thomas Graham’s dead beat escapement) 
accuracy had levelled out at a few seconds per week.
     In the early days the hour hand alone displayed the time; its dial was subdivided into quarters 
of an hour, in those days a real leap forwards from the accuracy of the candle or clepsydra!  
Accuracy from the pendulum led to the adoption of a ‘minute’ period of time with the introduction 
of the minute hand. You may occasionally come across an old clock on the wall of a church with 
only one hand.
    For all practical purposes the earliest widespread installation of clocks in parish churches 
began in the seventeenth century, made possible by the availability of wealth in the system.  
The oldest examples I have seen in this area are in quite small churches near Huntingdon 
and Oundle, plus static exhibits of such antiquity in Castor and in Peterborough Cathedral.  
In our area generally there are installations in around a third of the parish churches.  It would 
seem that the great spur to either the first installation, or a commemorative replacement was 
in memory of the war dead, especially the Crimean and Boer wars and in particular the Great
War.  In this category Tinwell All Saints had its replacement clock dating from 1920.  It still tells

Church clocks -
                     an appreciationWe take for granted these 

days the ability to tell the 
time and to be reminded of 

the time reliably to all who pass along the Ketton road and it strikes the hours melodiously, even 
reminding the priest on a Sunday morning of her need to finish the sermon!  (See photo 2).
    Some churches were able to invest 
in a new clock even as recently as the 
new millennium.  My advice was sought 
at that time by Ketton St Mary’s as to 
the availability and feasibility of such an 
installation; it would not have been easy 
and the price of such a project really 
ruled it out in favour of other ways to 
make a mark.
     Typically in the eighteenth century a 
clock, designed by a local clockmaker, 
had its framework fashioned by a local 
blacksmith in the form of a straight-
jacket, known as a ‘cage frame’.  Into 
this was cleverly installed the ‘going 
train’ of gears (normally on the right) and 
the ‘strike train’ driving the bell hammer 
(normally on the left).  Such a local example is Collyweston.  The industrial revolution spawned 
some clockmakers whose eyes were focussed on the wider market and from the nineteenth 
century onwards we have examples in this area of clocks by Cope of Nottingham, Joyce of 
Whitchurch and Smith of Derby.  In their lives the ‘standard’ design developed as the ‘flat 
bed’ with the sets of components laid out accessibly over a sturdy iron frame.  Besides the 
normal two trains of gears some, like Baston or Greatford, invested in a ‘ting-tang’ chime on 
the quarters, which involves using two smaller bells to announce the quarter hours.  Rarely, a 
church with a peal of six bells (Witham on the Hill) would splash out on a Westminster chime, 
with all the complication and expense that entails.

So when you find a church with a clock, stop and listen to its strike
       on the hour, and determine whether or not it chimes the 
              quarters.  I do so hate digital clocks.        
                                                                 Derek Brown (Tinwell) 

In 

Geof Fox's book 

on page 41, there is 

reference to a clock in St 

Mary's. In the 1820's the parish 

clerk was paid a guinea a year 

for 'the clock' There is an old 18th 

century drawing of the church showing 

a rhombus-shaped clock face on the 

south side of the tower. The tenor 

bell was used to mark the time, and 

an indentation on its soundbow 

is the result from it having 

been frequently struck by 

a clock hammer.           

JFC
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We’ve now had a girls squad at Ketton Cricket Club for 6 years. We started back 
in 2012 when cricket clubs up and down the country were struggling to get girls 

engaged in mixed cricket. Girls-only training sessions for 10 – 16 year-olds had girls 
signing up in large numbers, and by 2013 we were organising one-day festivals and 
inviting all clubs who could muster enough girls for 6-aside matches. Over the last few 
years the festivals have helped grow the girls game in the area and other clubs have 
started hosting their own. But girls cricket continues to be hit-and-miss (excuse the 
pun), and clubs with girls teams come and go. We’ve maintained our girls squad and 
this year we had fifteen 10-15 year-olds at Saturday training sessions and competing in 
one-day festivals and the newly created Leicestershire Girls Lightning League.
     Each year we’ve sent girls off to county training over the winter to develop their game, 
assisted by financial help from the Whitebread Trust. Some of these girls have gone on to 
county cricket in the following summer. In 2014 Lizzie Mainstone and Millie Coward played for 
Huntingdonshire Under 15 girls, our first girls county players. This year girls in the Leicestershire 
winter training programme were coached by England World Cup star Fran Wilson. Three of our 
girls have gone on to represent Leicestershire this summer – Katie Brooker in the Under 15s 
team and Rosie Mahoney and Izzie Smith in the Under 13s. The extra training and matchplay 
has encouraged them to re-integrate with Ketton lads in the Under 13 and Under 15 teams 
playing in the local Border Counties league.
    Katie Brooker has captained the girls team in festivals and Lightning League matches this 
year and has really applied herself well. We’ve hosted another two festival at Ketton – entries 
from other clubs have declined in recent years but they’re still great occasions. Georgie Miles 
took a hat-trick against Bowden in the June festival, the champagne moment of the day. Another 
batch of local teams are starting up girls teams and want to get involved in girls festivals, so the 
future is bright for girls cricket in the area.

Ketton girls show 
their cricketing prowess

   But the key to the girls really developing their technique is to compete against boys. It’s been 
great to see our girls playing in the Under 13 and Under 15 leagues with the lads. Not only girls 
playing county matches, but also girls like Holly Smith and Hattie Ramsay – Holly has been an 
accomplished cricketer for some time but Hattie is new to cricket and has really made progress 
this year, particularly with her bowling. Hopefully, with quite a few of the older girls playing with 
the lads the younger girls will follow their lead and start playing in the younger league teams. 

Girls festival at Ketton in June

PETANQUE

   Some of the older girls have started to get interested in coaching. Lauren Bullimore 
has helped out for a couple of years, and now Katie Brooker is planning to go on an ECB 
coaching course. It’s all building the momentum behind girls cricket at Ketton. We have new 
recruits each year at the younger end of the age spectrum, all following the lead of the older 
girls. We’re still hopeful that all of the effort that has gone into girls cricket in recent years will 
lead to a sustainable womens team in time. We really need some young women to kick start 
the process, perhaps a few ex-hockey players as has happened at some other local clubs. 
A womens team would provide more opportunities for girls to play and would give them a 
pathway of their own into senior cricket. So what about Ketton? There must be some likely 
young ladies who are prepared to give it a go! And if there are any girls out there of any 
age who want to try cricket, just get in touch! For further information on opportunities for 
girls at Ketton Cricket Club contact   Chris Mainstone – chris.mainstone@btinternet.com

Currently there is only one team competing from KSCC 
sports complex, there is obviously an opportunity for another team to use the facility which 

would be great and a much better use of the facility.
   The league runs from April through the summer every Tuesday evening 7:30 start (home 
and away), its highly sociable and ends with an excellent  supper that Joyce Bird provides, the 
current team have just won division one and will compete in the premier league next season.
   Anyone wishing to use the facility to practice, learn the game etc., would be made very 
welcome, currently it is obviously the closed season, but the piste is flood lit and can be played 
on at any time. 
    For further information contact Pete Bell,07713 658734, email pete.bell@hanson.biz

Props: M Gray
            KM Flynn

Established in 1982, a family-run local garage offering
MOT, servicing, repairs, air-conditioning & diagnostics,

car sales and vehicle sourcing to your specific requirements.

BELTON STREET, STAMFORD, LINCS. PE9 2EF

TEL: 01780 753183    FAX: 01780 765866
MOBILE: 07860 299569
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Mobile top-ups can now be carried out at the shop counter
as well as the Post Office

Debit/credit cards accepted for payment in the shop [subject to conditions]

Any spare foreign coins?  The Rainbow Trust Children's Charity can benefit
from your donation.  Collection tin on top of the post office counter.

SERVING  THE  COMMUNITY 
SEVEN  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Mon - Sat   6.30am - 5.30pm      Sun  8.00am - 12.00 Noon
Telephone 01780 720245

KETTON POST OFF ICE &
VILLAGE STORE


