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Come and visit us at
The Railway Inn

Rutland CAMRA Real Ale 
Pub of the year 2020

Grab a 4 pint Flagon for
takeaway or have a pint or two
and eat your chips traditionally

out of the wrapper in the pub

Don’t forget Monday Night Mortons Chip van - Arrives outside the
pub between 5.00 - 6.00pm

Please call Jamie on 07889 821 126 or 01780 721 050
The Railway Inn, 15-17 Church Road. Ketton. PE9 3RD. Cheers!

Current opening times are:
Monday (Chip Van) 4 - 9pm
Tuesday Closed
Wednesday Closed
Thursday 4 - 10pm
Friday 4 - 10pm
Saturday 2 - 10pm
Sunday 12 - 8pm
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01780 720500CALL
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CALL 01780 720500

will take care of it
call on the number
below to find out more

NACOSS
SILVER

www.sonicsecurity.com

Call for further information
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      The 
    Chairman's 
Report

EDITORIAL
Since the last publication of Chatterbox, as we are all very well aware, the world has 
been subjected to a severe onslaught from a particularly nasty virus. Tens of thousands 
have already died and there is no doubt that many more will succumb before Covid-19 
is brought under control. Those who have been unlucky to have been infected, have in 
many cases been in the care of the NHS who have performed miracles in caring and 
saving the lives of those unfortunate to have contracted the disease, sadly in some 
cases they themselves have made the ultimate sacrifice. The U.K. has suffered acute 
mortality along with all the other European countries, but our situation, as bad as it 
is, could have been so much worse, but for the dedication of the health professionals 
in the NHS. 
   There is however increasing concern over the spread of the virus throughout the 
rest of the world, particularly in Africa and South America, where many of the 
facilities to treat and contain the problem are limited in the extreme. One has to feel 
sorry for those who are through no fault of their own are in such a desperate plight
   The race to find a vaccine that can save future lives is being run at a great pace 
on every continent, by experts in laboratories both large and small, funded by both 
charities and governments. We are led to believe that there is a co-operative spirit 
amongst those carrying out the work and a willingness to share results in an effort 
to produce a viable product in the shortest possible time. Even so, it is apparent it 
will be many months before the breakthrough is achieved and even longer before the 
production of sufficient doses of vaccine are available to provide the coverage that 
the world needs. Current best estimates are some time in 2021, in the meantime, it 
is up to all of us to do our utmost to stay safe and prevent the spread of the virus.
   Despite the gloomy forecasts, the village has experienced some brighter moments. 
Generally people have come together and behaved in a socially responsible manner 
during the lock-down; as well as staying at home for long periods as the government 
requested, there has been a willingness to help those who, through their age and 
or health, are more vulnerable. This village is a particularly good example of public 
spirited co-operation in times of need. When the call went out many people stepped 
forward and volunteered to help, the volunteers were organised into groups to carry 
out specific tasks and then individually carried them out when asked. This system has 
been in place all through the period of confinement and is working well and the many 
who have benefited are extremely grateful for the service provided. I am reliably 
informed by those involved that they are determined to keep the system running for 
as long as there are people who need it, virus or no.
   As I write this, I am conscious that when the time for publication arrives, there 
may may not be very much in the way of village news, whether that be from the clubs 
and organizations who have not been able to meet or perform as they would normally, 
or the usual number of individual contributors. I do think it important that the village 
magazine is continued to be produced, to show that Ketton is alive and well despite 
the dreadful circumstances we are having to live under. If anyone feels that they 
would like to join the editorial team as assistant editor and help us achieve that goal, 
I should be delighted to hear from them. My contact details are on page 3.
   Chatterbox would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have seized 
the opportunity to help their neighbours during this difficult time. Thank you and stay 
safe.        
                                                                                                                        John Collier
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W H HIGGINS & SONS LTD
General motor repairs 

Servicing - MOTs
Cars - vans - light commercials - minibuses

  air conditioning specialists
STATION GARAGE

SOUTH LUFFENHAM, OAKHAM
RUTLAND, LE15 8NG

Tel: 01780 720361       Fax: 01780 721301
steve@whhiggins.co.uk

W H HIGGINS & SONS LTD

IAN HALSALL
PAINTER & DECORATOR

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

14 Capendale Close
Ketton

Stamford
PE9 3RU

PHONE: 01780 720939

Under New Management
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Anyone who travels any distance, whether as motorist, cyclist or even as a humble 
pedestrian, will inevitably pass through a village and in doing so will just as 

inevitably pass a Village Entry Sign . These signs do not mark the boundary of the 
village, they simply signify that one is approaching such and such a village. One will 
find them on every road into every village and all follow the same design whether 
in Cornwall or Cumbria. They were originally designed by the Ministry of Transport 
and have a pleasing simplicity about them, the responsibility for their installation and 
maintenance is delegated to the appropriate county authority.
   In addition to the official Village Entry Signs, many parish councils have decided on 
erecting their own signs normally incorporating a design which reflects some unusual 
local historic or geological feature of the village. Ketton came only relatively recently 
into those communities sporting their own signs. The original village entry stone which 
consists of an imposing block of freestone, with the word KETTON inscribed in Roman 
lettering in the centre of the block. It was not originally intended to be a village entry 
stone, rather. it was erected at the crossroads to mark the millennium. However, there 
were objections from the County Highway Department and the Electricity Authority, 
with the result that the stone had to be removed. After lengthy discussions, the stone 
was moved to its present position and stands imperiously on the road from the west 
to mark the entry into Ketton.
   The remaining three entry roads were given entry stones to mark the golden jubilee 
of Her Majesty the Queen. They consist of irregular hewn pieces of Ketton limestone, 
the side facing the oncoming traffic has been planed smooth. On this smooth face is 
carved a representation of the Ketton snowdrop, Galanthus 'Ketton'. 

Village 
Entry Signs

7
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chairman’s Report

My good friend, of some forty five years, Gordon Alderson, has asked me to contribute my observations of Ketton to this summer's 
issue of "Chatterbox". Gordon understands that "writing" is one of my least 
favourite activities. Having said that I want the readers to understand why. The 
author is the possessor of a Masters of Science Degree from a mediocre, second 
level State University in the United States. Ergo, he is the author of a Master's 
thesis. Which means he has demonstrated the ability to write. Don't be taken in 
by this, plagiarisation has its place!!   Gordon and I were stationed together at the US Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado. He, with the Royal Air force, and I with the US Air Force.
He was a proper pedant as an assistant professor of Political Science, I, as an 
athletic Instructor. It is apparent from these two disparate activities that my 
dislike for writing comes naturally. However, through our mutual love of the 
game of rugby, we have become great friends and have continued to correspond, 
for these many years.
   As a result of my relationship with Gordon and his lovely wife Anne, I and my 
wife Audrey and son Matt have had the good fortune to visit with each other on 
a fairly regular basis. These visits, both in Ketton and the U.S. have been ongoing 
for at least thirty of the years since our time together in our respective 
services.
Additionally, I am an Anglophile of long standing, my family and I had the 
great fortune to be posted to RAF Mildenhall  residing in the village of Kennet, 
near Newmarket for five years. The experience of living in a small English 
village has provided me with, what I feel, is a valid basis for my observations 
of your beautiful Ketton. Incidentally, the name "Byrd" is steeped in English 
history, William Byrd is known as the father of English "Madrigal" music and he 
was the music director of Lincoln Cathedral for many years.   Here is a "Byrd's Eye View" of Ketton.I can understand why Anne and Gordon decided to put down roots and establish a 
permanent residence in Ketton. It has the charm, beauty, and welcoming atmosphere 
which make the English countryside and quaint villages so appealing.Architecture.
Upon entering Ketton from the, from the motorway and through the village of 
Tinwell, the first thing that attracts the eye are the attractive stone buildings 
and narrow, tree lined streets which characterize many English villages. From an 
American point of view these buildings have a unique attractiveness which is not 
seen in our part of the world. There is a permanent timeless atmosphere, which 
seems to pervade the entire main street and many of the older side streets.
Obviously there are numerous more modern homes and establishments scattered 
about the village, but the initial impression is confirmed by those homes which 
have carved over the lintel "1635".Then there is the Church with its spire and 
Norman door and the ancient path which follows a small stream from the river, 
past the Church and numerous beautiful stone houses. All in all, the architecture 
of the village contributes immensely to an initial impression warmth and
impermanence. 
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History.
While the structure of the village creates a very favourable first i

mpression, 

the history of the village adds considerably to its charm. One has to
 dig into 

literature and have conversations with "old timers' to discover the 
history of

Ketton. Articles in "Chatterbox" and discussions with the Alderson's 
and other 

citizens have provided an idea as to what role Ketton has played in 
the history 

of the county. While the history of the village has not been a crucia
l factor in 

the overall history of Great Britain, I find that the Norman door of
 the church, 

the memorial on the street with the names of the village lads who ga
ve their 

lives in WW I and II and the story of the tanks which collapsed the 
bridge over 

the river during WWII to be fascinating. All of these things contribu
te to an 

understanding and appreciation of the unique place which Ketton occ
upies within 

the landscape of English history.
Weather.
I don't believe the weather in Ketton is drastically different from 

most parts 

of Britain, Scotland excepted. My experience with all seasons of the w
eather here 

has been delightful. Every time my wife and or son have visited, the
 weather has 

been invigorating. There is something incomparable about an English 
spring with

dew on the grass and a soft sunny glow on the trees and flowers. The
 winters 

are not harsh and the snows, whilst not common, have a soft, silencin
g effect on 

all of the usual sounds of traffic and activity. Sometimes the cold a
nd damp of 

the winter can seem to go on forever, but this means that you need t
o bundle up 

and get nearer the fire; both the summers and the autumn typically 
seem very 

temperate and invite outdoor activities, such as gardening and recrea
tion such 

as golf, croquet, walking and exploring the countryside. All in all, o
ne of the 

reasons I really anticipate visiting England and Ketton is because of
 the English 

weather. I even like the London fog, which reminds me of my own San 
Francisco. 

Incidentally, Mark Twain is supposed to have said that the coldest w
inter he ever 

experienced was July in San Francisco, London fog simulates that per
fectly.

People.
One thing I have learned about Ketton, is that the people who inhab

it this 

wonderful village make it such a pleasurable place to visit and spen
d time, 

unfortunately, most times are all too short. People are the heart of 
any 

organization and I believe the people of Ketton are what makes it su
ch a special 

place...for me. Fortunately I've had the opportunity to spend a short 
amount of 

time on numerous occasion in the village.
Through the contacts which Gordon and Anne have made I have been i

ntroduced 

to a cross section of Ketton residents. The folks range 

from the Chairman and Council members, the vicar, the 

shopkeeper at the post office, members of the local 

"Railway" pub, plus a neighbour who happens to be an 

expert on flags, to the leader of England's own "Red 

Arrows"! When visiting Ketton it is a pleasure to meet 

many of the special people who live there and I and 

my family are treated as not only as welcome visitors, 

but as old and valued friends. This is a very special 

feeling and the basis for this feeling is that, Glenis 

on behalf of the Parish Council bestowed upon me 

the title of "Honorary Citizen of Ketton". This is a 

singularly distinctive honour, of which I am very 

proud!

Very respectfully,
Emerson "Tex" Byrd
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When I think of evacuees in the Second World War I am reminded of the 
Americans, they were everywhere riding in jeeps, sitting on street corners, 

climbing over stiles, perching on kerbs, gambling and generally making 
themselves known to the inhabitants of the small Rutland village. 
  The village was a pretty place where the rivers Welland and Chater run over moss, 
stones and wild watercress. The Americans were very good at flashing their money 
about and they played a game of bowls with it, we evacuee children would vie for the 
money and to us it was a boon. We would chase rolling half pennies, pennies, shillings, 

sixpenny pieces and the largest coin of all the half crown, if we managed 
to catch a half-crown we felt we were the richest people in the 
whole wide world and traded it in at the little village shop at the 
earliest opportunity.
   I was evacuated in 1945 with my mother cousin and Aunt to 
my mother's birthplace the little village of Ketton which is near 
Stamford a fine old rural town with its many church spires and 
Burghley House - home of the famous horse trials and previous 
residence of Lord Robert Burghley, a stately house with large 
grounds surrounding it.
Shopping for mum and auntie was not so difficult as it was in 
London, where ration books determined the size of the weekly joint 
and oranges were rationed out in twos or threes, with bananas being 
almost extinct. The butcher in the village was generous with his cuts of 
meat, the sausages looked interesting hanging up in strings together 
with rabbits and chickens.

   When we moved from London during those last six months of the war., 
away from the constant fear of bombs, noise and confusion we did not take many toys 
with us, travelling on trains with mum and auntie restricted our luggage, ( dad and 
uncle were busy fighting the war in their own particular way), so we decided to make 
our own toys. We used natural playthings such as leaves, moss, stones and sticks 
and adapted them for our own use, making the object do whatever we wished, change 
the shape, divide or multiply accordingly. Looking for birds nests was a pastime that 
my cousin and I really enjoyed we were very careful to leave one egg or more in the 
nest for the proud mother bird. The riverbank housed many frogs and toads, their 
singing and croaking sounded better than the church choir. Sadly the young frogs 
choked the old ones to death. This was a daunting process as age became the thing 
to be feared rather than the status of maturity it brought.
   My cousin and I kept a toad in a bath, we fed it with flies which we swatted on the 
walls or windows of the cottage. I always felt sorry for the flies as really they didn't 
have a chance. One morning I noted that the toad had a baby in its domain, my 
cousin tried to hoodwink me into believing that the stork had visited. I hadn't noticed a 
pregnant toad,  I stated that I thought a partner was needed for  this event to happen. 
Later my cousin confessed that he had crept down to the river at dusk and brought 
home that baby toad.
   The surrounding farms kept cattle, pigs, chickens, goats and sheep. We found a 
friend in the village sheepdog who fiercely protected us against predators, treating 
us like sheep he’d cornered, but not letting any harm come to us. One day as a man 

Memory Lane

10
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approached whilst we were standing at the door of our cottage, the dog tore his trouser 
leg. The man hastily backed away, the poor man only wanted to ask us a question.
   Our days were busy and happy ones, while our mothers picked fruit in the orchard 
we would be attending the village school and when we came out of the school in the 
afternoon, we ran to meet our mothers at the gate of the orchard, diving into their 
apron pockets for the juiciest fruits you can wish to taste, cherries have never tasted 
the same since.
   The village school my cousin I attended was a mixture of all ages from 5 to 11, 
there were two classes, one for the younger children and the older children were in 
the other, we were in the latter class. One day I remember the boy sitting next to my 
cousin filled his pants. This caused some drama for the rest of the morning, the smell 
was unbearable, but the rest of the class did not seem to notice it. On reflection I 
expect they were used to the country smells and could not tell the difference. I stayed 
at the school until I was 11 years, when I was too old to attend I stayed at home 
reading novels, after putting the kettle on the hob for tea. It usually took all afternoon 
to boil on the old range. I was unable to attend the exclusive school in Oakham as 
pennies were too short to buy the school uniform. When school was over for the day 
and we had eaten the fruit provided, we would go our separate ways, I would play 
in the grounds of the Great Hall which was opposite the cottage with my friend Fay. 
Fay was a niece of the diamond merchant who owned the Hall. The shrubberies 
and bushes in the grounds became houses, palaces, streets and play areas of all 
descriptions and our imaginations would run riot again.
   Nightfall would bring my cousin and I the exhilarating experience of sleeping in a big 
brass bedstead- it was so large that 4 people could sleep in it without falling out. We 
pretended to be belly dancers or circus performers as we walked along the brass rail.
Sunday school was at the little chapel with great aunt Annie who would play the 
organ and put her heart and soul into “Guide me O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim, 
through this barren land. I think that many evacuees would consider evacuation as a 
barren land being away from parents and familiar friends, but for me memories of the 
evacuation were happy ones and not traumatic as for some. My mother's care was 
constant. The Sunday school outing was a ride on an old wagon which was a slow, 
but interesting experience. The destination being a picnic near a haunted house. Will 
Stanyon the local preacher and Jack Dunford, (Jackaroo to the village 
children), who later became a famous preacher were 
our hosts. The smell of the hay on the 
cart still lingers in my nostrils, I 
can also remember many other 
incidences, such as visiting the 
cement works on our rambles 
and getting a lift home from one 
of the workmen, it would not be 
safe to do today - freedom of 
movement was our heritage in 
those months.
   On my recent visit to the village, 
although I found it somewhat 
changed the tranquillity, peace and 
friendly simplicity of the villagers 
were still the same.                                                                                                                       
                             Josephine Quick
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B&B / Self-Catering 
Accommodation

The Apartment, Randolph Cottage,
Church Road, Ketton, Stamford

(Visit Britain 3 Stars)

Self-contained first floor apartment
(sleeps up to 4) in beautiful setting

with all the comforts of home.

Available on a self-catering/B&B basis for 
short breaks, holidays or to accommodate

 visiting family or friends.

For more information and details
please contact Maggie Forster:

Tel: 01780 720802
e-mail: randolph.cottage@talktalk.net

For up-to-date news  on

what’s happening in Ketton www.ketton.org.uk @KettonNews
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What is a Blue 
Badge Tour 
Guide?
The official definition of the qualification is as follows. 
It is a thorough and extensive guiding programme 
involving written and practical exams. If successful 
the guide receives the coveted Blue Badge which 
is a symbol of professionalism, recognised by the 
national and regional tourist boards.
  So why did I become a Blue Badge Guide? Quite by 
chance is the answer. In a former life I was a cardiographer 
in the Sheffield Hospitals. I married a medical student and when he qualified we moved to a 
General Practice in S. Lincolnshire. A number of years later, I happened to see an advert in 
the local library for a 6 month course to be held in Lincoln to train Blue Badge Guides. I had no 
intention of becoming a guide. but the lectures sounded fascinating covering all aspects of the 
county of which I knew very little, being a Yorkshire lass.
   I was accepted at interview and then the hard work began. I thoroughly enjoyed the lectures, 
but found the guiding practice a nightmare and I soon realised how little I did know about the 
county. Consequently I was having to study twice as hard as my Lincolnshire born colleagues. 
Exams followed, written and practical and to my surprise I passed, so I felt obliged to do some 
guiding.
   Two years later, I put myself through the trauma of study and exams again and became a 
Leics, Rutland guide. That was over 30 years ago and I have never looked back, I just love 
guiding. For those 30 odd years I have been the official Stamford Town Guide and I feel that I 
am in a very privileged position, to have the opportunity to present this town and surrounding 
area to the best of my capabilities and hopefully the love that I feel will be felt by the visitors 
who will be only too keen to return.
   An unexpected but very exciting addition to the guiding has been my involvement with the 
media both in local and national radio, TV and the press. Over the years, I have met a number 
of personalities, including Richard and Judy when I was telling Ghost stories on “This Morning” 
TV, walking with David Gower on the MacMillan Way or guiding John Craven around Stamford 
and latterly Michael Portillo when filming the wonderful Bradshaw’s guide to the Railways. I 
have also been very honoured to guide The Duke of Gloucester and more recently Prince 
Charles around Stamford.
    As a guide, some funny incidents occur, many of which are not repeatable, but a few years
ago a group of Japanese visitors came for a tour of Stamford. As the tour progressed, I noticed 
that the group were looking more and more dejected. I asked the Tour manager if everything 
was alright... “Frankly”, she said, “ the tour has been a great disappointment. We came here 
to see Shakespeare's Birthplace, Anne Hathaway’s Cottage and you have shown us nothing” 
Oops! Stamford / Stratford a mistake easy to make in a foreign language. Later I had the roles 
reversed a little. Last year a group of Peruvian students visited. They were all very keen and 
asking lots of questions. Their tutor then asked me if they could see Stamford Bridge (a mistake 
often made by the English) I, for my part was amazed, fancy Peruvian students knowing about 
Harald Hadrada and Harold Godwinson and the Battle of Stamford Bridge near York. And even 
when the next question was asked... “Is York near Chelsea” the penny didn’t drop!! Well, I’m a 
historian not a footie enthusiast!
Of course, all my walks and talks are cancelled for this year, but who knows what the future 
will bring. I am ever the optimist.                                                                               Jill Collinge
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The Northwick Arms 
High street Ketton 

Family Run Independent Free House 
Real Ale   Real Food   Real Pub 

 
All Food freshly prepared to order 

Great selection of real ales, beers, wines 
and gins 

 
 

 
  

Don’t forget 
Dog Friendly 
Beer garden 

Off street parking 
Sunday Roasts 

Monday Steak Night 
Prime 10oz Rib Eye £13 / Prime Sirloin £12 / Prime Gammon £9 

With all the trimmings 

          www.thenorthwickarms.com 
01780 720238 

The Northwick 
caters for 

functions 30-110 
people inc; 

Private dining, 
Birthday parties, 

Meetings, 
Weddings, 

Funerals & 
Christenings 
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For up-to-date news  on

what’s happening in Ketton www.ketton.org.uk @KettonNews

Store Cupboard SARDINES in Spaghetti
A quick and simple recipe using many store cupboard items.  

With the addition of a hint of chilli and tartness from the lemon this recipe is 
a great source of Omega-3.

Serves 4
You will need:

400g Spaghetti
Olive oil

1 red chilli, deseeded and finely chopped
1 garlic clove finely chopped

2x 120g cans of sardine fillets in oil, drained.
Zest of 1 lemon

A handful of pine nuts (optional)
A squeeze of lemon juice

Chopped fresh flat leaf parsley

Method:

1Cook the spaghetti or any available pasta 
shapes according to the pack instructions.  

Drain and toss with1 tbsp of olive oil and a little 
of the cooking water.

2While the pasta is cooking, heat a little oil in 
a frying pan and fry the chilli and garlic for 1 
minute.  Add the sardine fillets and zest of 1 

lemon and warm through gently.
3Mix the sardines through the pasta with a handful of toasted pine nuts, a squeeze 
of lemon juice and some chopped fresh flat leaf parsley.  Add seasoning as desires 

and serve.

Tip:
Fresh chilies are easy to freeze ahead and always a good item to have 

close to hand. Just pour boiling water over a chilli to defrost 
                                               before adding to a recipe.                                 Adele
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Ketton in Summer

No 70.indd   16 05/08/2020   10:51:28



17
PHOTOS: VERONICA WATSON

No 70.indd   17 05/08/2020   10:51:32



18

THE ANNEX 
@ MERTON COTTAGE

Short term holiday let on Ketton High St

Double Bed, Ensuite, T.V, Kettle, Toaster, Iron & board, 
Mini Fridge, Hairdryer and Off Road Parking

All enquires please contact Charlotte 07766763206
Instagram: merton_cottage_annex
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Summer Gardening
We have already experienced an early heat wave in May and the beginning of 

June, a critical time for growth, therefore watering was vital to ensure the maturing 
of plants went ahead unheeded. After last years summer assault on our lawns, be 

prepared to water them early too.
If your garden is small and space is at a premium, consider 

a vertical approach. There are a surprising number of 
vegetables that tolerate vertical growth, and it’s an 
efficient and productive way to develop vegetables. 

Besides beans and peas that are frequently trained up 
some kind of trellis or canes, consider growing smaller 

pumpkin, melon and squash varieties, as well as 
cucumbers, in this way. Vigorous growers, they need 
to be trained so their vines and foliage can grasp a 

sturdy support. For beans and peas, simply plant their 
seeds at the base of whatever structure you’re using. 
Plants, not seeds, are usually a better option for the 

other varieties so you can secure them to the supports 
from the beginning. 

Plants grow vigorously during the summer – including 
weeds. Stay on top by cleaning up borders and beds 
and weeding regularly. Your lawn is also likely to be 

thriving. Patches of long grass can be attractive and 
add height to your garden, but to maintain lawn areas 

properly, you will probably need to mow weekly. If the weather 
continues to be very dry, reduce the frequency of mowing and 

raise the height of your lawnmower blade to prevent damage to your lawn. Climbing 
plants will continue to grow throughout the summer. Maintain stakes or climbing 

frames and tie up plants as they grow. This might seem time consuming, but it really 
does pay off. By giving them something to climb up, the plants will put more energy 

into flowering and less into searching for a helping hand.
Summer is the time to trim hedges and shrubs such as box and holly. You may 
need to trim again later in the year to maintain 

their shape, especially for sharp-edged ornamental 
hedges, topiary can be very rewarding and simple 

shapes are attractive to the onlooker and not difficult 
to achieve with a little patience.

Hopefully your flowering plants will have put on 
a good show and “dead-heading” can persuade 

many kinds of plants, such as roses, to bloom twice 
or more. Once the flowers have died, dead-head 

plants by cutting off the old flowers. You can do this 
for individual flowers, there is no need to wait for 
every flower on the plant to have died before you 

                                       begin.                      Adam
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A & K ASSOCIATES LTD
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Local qualified accountant providing a full range of accounting services
for the needs of the self-employed and for limited companies.

Give me a call for a free initial consultation on how
I can help you with your business or personal tax affairs.

Kate Rogers BSc FMAAT
15 The Green, Ketton, Stamford PE9 3RA

Tel: 01780 721899     Email: kate@akassociates.org.uk 

  In 1831 the population of the County was 19,385, of which 9,721 were males 
and 9,664 females. For the purposes of analysis it was assumed that by 1838 the 
population had risen to 20,000, of which 5000 were children between the ages of 5 
and 15, of which 3,561 were in attendance of either day or Sunday schools, leaving 
1,439, 29%, not receiving any school instruction. The school returns made to the 
government in 1833 for the county are more comprehensive and accurate that any 
previously encountered and whilst there are no definitive figures for Ketton, it would 
be safe to assume education in this parish was in line with the rest of the county.
It was noted that the parishes in Rutland are small compared with those of the 
county of Lancashire, in Rutland there being a church for every 400 inhabitants. It 
was also noted that there were few Roman Catholics and no places of worship or 
Sunday schools for that denomination. Approximately 29% of the population belong 
to various sects of protestant dissenters, the largest being the Wesleyan Methodists, 
the remaining 71% are associated with the church. In Lancashire the figures for 
Dissenters Sunday schools was 41%.
  Half the children that attended school in Rutland remained there for more than five 
years. In Lancashire this figure was one third of the numbers attending.
There are many Charity Schools providing a basic education, but the children 

EDUCATION

IN

RUTLAND

1838

In 1838 a well established 
 organisation, the Manchester 
  Statistical Society, decided to turn   
   their analytical attention to 
   education in rural areas. For the
    subject of their investigation they 
     chose Rutland.
    The Society decide to compare the 
     education available in Rutland 
     with that in large cities and chose 
      Manchester, Liverpool and York 
       for comparability purposes. 
     One would suppose that Rutland's 
      educational opportunities for

                      children would be inferior to that of major conurbations,      
but the results of their investigations and examinations clearly show

the opposite.
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   Dame Schools are are by 
far the largest group, with the 
dames teaching what they are competent to do with few books. They try to get their 
pupils to spell and sometimes read, which is the limit of their teaching ability. The 
dames are of good character and pleasant disposition and their pupils clean, tidy and 
well behaved, quite the opposite to the larger towns of Lancashire, where a rod or 
cane was often used to maintain order. The girls were found to be sewing or knitting, 
boys too were often taught to knit.
   A Society for the promotion of industry exists in the county and awards prizes 
to those children who have worked hard and progressed during their school year, 
this engenders a spirit of healthy competition amongst the various educational 
establishments. The awards are prized amongst the villages and promotes interest in 
education amongst the gentry.
   The Common day schools are equal in every respect to the Dame schools and 
nearly as efficient as the Charity schools. During harvest time attendance is generally 
lower and some of the schools close for a period of four weeks, as is the case with 
schools in York. Children can be kept at home for household duties at any time and 
those who reside at some distance may not attend for months during the winter.    
There is at least one school in every parish, some of which are aligned to the parish 
church. Books are expected to be supplied by the parents, but often are unsuitable 
for teaching the children, leading teachers to provide the cheapest they can find.
Sunday schools, there are 53 parishes and 2 hamlets in the county, of these 48 
have at least one school attached to the church of England and sometimes two, 
one for boys the other for girls. The teachers are paid and are generally from the 
day schools. Clergymen occasionally attend, but apart from that there is no regular 
church involvement. Attendance is lower than that of the northern towns, partly 
because the children are required for home tasks on Sundays as well as the other 
days and partly because at the age of 12/13 children go into domestic service in 
order to support the family income.
   To summarise, education in Rutland is more than comparable with the larger 
industrial towns in the north of England. However, in order to further the education of 
all children throughout the country, it is imperative that teachers are formerly trained 
in order to bring about the best results from their efforts. To assist them and enhance 
the classroom experience for their charges, a ready supply of good books must be 
available to all schools.                                                                                            JFC

generally leave at or around 12 
years of age, those who support 
the schools financially take little 
interest in the school's welfare. 
Harvest time is the longest 
annual holiday, usually one 
month, allowing the children to 
be employed in the fields. There 
are no industrial occupations 
taught. The teachers were of 
good moral character and their 
charges were well behaved and 
respectful, very different to the 
large towns of Lancashire.
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Ketton and Tinwell 
Joint Neighbourhood Plan Survey
Thanks to all residents of the two parishes who completed the 
recent survey on the Neighbourhood Plan. We are really grateful 
for your input.

The response rate of 315 is around 30% of households, with 93% from Ketton parish and 7% 
from Tinwell parish. 
  Can we admit that it would have been really great if some more people had responded? 
The more we understand how people feel about where they live, the better we can formulate 
policies for the Neighbourhood Plan, which is going to stand next to the Rutland Local Plan with 
equal legal weight.
  Nevertheless, the responses that we received give us a tremendous amount of material with 
which to start drafting the full Neighbourhood Plan. And residents across the two parishes will 
have further opportunities to comment on that Plan as the process moves forward.
You can have a look at the results of the survey by going onto our website https://ket2tin.wixsite.
com/kettinnp 
and clicking the link. 

Here are some highlights.

Generally:
Over half of respondents 
wanted the parishes to be 
"friendly" and "safe" in future. 
"Tranquil" and "attractive" 
also scored highly.
  Around half like living here 
because of the attractive 
villages and the local 
countryside. Being close 
to friends and family and 
to major transport routes, 
and community spirit, also 
scored well.
  Traffic speed controls and 
off-road parking were what 
most people believed were 
needed. Trees and wild spaces, provision of health services and shops also scored highly.

Traffic/transport:
Traffic speed, traffic volume, and traffic noise were all noted as problems, but there were 
differences of view as to whether these were major or minor problems. Car parking, however, 
was noted as a major problem by almost two-thirds of responses.
Business/utilities:
Over half felt that new businesses should be encouraged in the parishes. Almost half noted 
difficulties with broadband/Internet connection. 

RESU
LTS
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Environment:
A large majority rated all 
the natural environment 
and landscape features 
of the area very highly, 
and felt that the remaining 
green spaces surrounding 
the Conservation Areas 
should be conserved, 
together with more 
protection of wildlife areas 
and more tree-planting. Almost two-thirds rated climate change as a high to very high concern 
for them.
  The most popular subjects for additional amenities were allotments, outdoor seating, footpaths 
and litter bins.

Next steps:
  We will now be working to prepare a draft Neighbourhood Plan for discussion with Rutland 
County Council in early 2021. In the meantime, if anyone would like to know more about the 
process, please check the website or contact us via 
https://ket2tin.wixsite.com/kettinnp/contacts
  In view of Covid-19 precautions, we are making arrangements to ensure there can be public 
access on a regular basis to Steering Group meetings via an online platform. The first of these 
will be on 8th September at 7pm, and how-to -join details will be posted on our website and 
social media accounts later. 
  And we are always on the lookout for volunteers! If you want to help by joining the Steering 
Group, please get in touch.                                                                                Ann Tomlinson

 

 

Housing:
Affordable homes and 
starter homes were the 
types of housing that good 
numbers of respondents 
felt were needed most. 
A good number also said 
they wanted none of the 
development options 
suggested.
Two-thirds did not want 
any development outside 
the existing Planned Limits 
of Development and felt 
the Planned Limits should 
be kept as they are. There 
was sizeable support for decreasing the Planned Limits.

Community:
All the elements of community life suggested had good support, but the most highly valued 
were the two village recreation grounds, and Ketton Post Office and Store.
  The majority of respondents said that they either agreed or strongly agreed with the need 
for the improvements suggested for the well-being of the community. The highest scoring of 
these were access to health services, activities for young people, a tearoom/café, and more 
community events.
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When lock-down came, so many villagers who had taken for 
granted the ability to pop to the shop, get on a bus, or go to 

the supermarket suddenly found themselves ‘vulnerable’ in a way 
they couldn’t have imagined just a few weeks earlier.

   Ketton Together was set up for anyone in the village who needed it, and has 
helped the Mum of a poorly young baby, a Dad in his 40s who has an underlying 
health condition, a woman in her 80s whose husband is in a Care Home, and many, 
many more.
   Ketton Together was able to be set up so quickly thanks to the fabulous support 
of the Ketton Good Neighbours Scheme. As soon as we knew we needed to have a 
trusted way for people to get in touch, KGNS stepped forward and offered to handle 
calls, and offer a check and chat service. 
   Having a village shop and post office is a really important part of our community 
and Tim and his fabulous team proved just how much a part of the community 
they are by working with Ketton Together volunteers so people could get essential 
groceries delivered. At a time when supermarket deliveries were virtually impossible 
to access, this was a real lifeline, making 500 deliveries of food and essentials. 
   One of the most well used part of Ketton Together was collection of prescriptions. 
With the support of a small team of volunteers, 250 prescriptions were collected 
and delivered from Stamford, Empingham and Uppingham. Co-ordinating these 
collections meant fewer people going to the dispensary, an effort the surgeries 
appreciated. During lock-down small acts of kindness made a significant difference. 
A huge act of kindness by Emma Smith and Jonathan Potter, owners of Delicious 
Ideas, meant that over 80 villagers had their day brightened with a surprise treat 
box.  

“Bless you Ketton and all it’s kind folk for those delicious chocs and for 
being the kindest and most caring place I have ever lived in.”

   And Ketton Together wasn’t just an important part of surviving in lock-down for the 
people who received support. It meant so much to our volunteers too. Many people 
found  themselves  furloughed,  unable  to  open  their  businesses  or  too  far 
from family to help. Being able to help others and feel part of the community made
 a real difference. 
   “I was trying to find help for my grandma in Yorkshire, then I thought there may be 
someone like my grandma here and someone like me looking for help for her.”
   Ketton Together truly showed the strength of our community and being supported 
by neighbours made a real difference to people.

“You brought sunshine into a dreary time. It’s a pleasure to live in a village 
where everyone comes together in a time of need.” 

Ketton Together will be here for as long as we are needed
“Not only was it a wonderful service, it was also lovely to see 'real people' 

standing on the doorstep.”

Ketton Together
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   We know that there are still many 
people in the village who are still self-
isolating, or unable to get 
to a supermarket. As well 
as those who will be self-
isolating with symptoms, 
after a positive test or 
because they have been 
contacted by the test and 
track process. We will be 
here as long as people need 
to self-isolate. 

“It has been so reassuring for me to be able to 
access help for all the things that I am unable 
to do for myself at present, providing me with 

invaluable peace of mind.”

“A huge thank you to the Parish Council, all the 
volunteers & the wonderful community spirit in this 

village that has kept us safe & provided for our needs 
during the last 3 months.”

   Whether you need a 
delivery from the shop, a 
prescription collected or 
would like to hear a friendly 
voice on the end of the 
phone, give Rachael a call 
on 07517798397.There are 
so many people to thank, 
and just a few names 
have been mentioned in 
this article. We hope to be 
able to thank each of you 
properly in the future. In the 
meantime we are delighted 
to include photos of some of 
the fabulous volunteers who 
helped make Ketton Together 
a reality. 

The Whitebread Trust is the 
village charitable trust, which 
provides grants to local groups to 
expand services and individuals 
to improve skills. The Whitebread 
Trust generously provided funds 
for PPE, printing and insurance 
for Ketton Together.
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The last edition of Chatterbox was published just as ‘lockdown’ began and was delivered 
by volunteers organised by Ketton Together (see previous pages). 

  Within a few weeks the world changed as Coronavirus spread. Whilst essential workers carried 
on their business, we had to get used to staying at home and working from home if we could. 
We got on with DIY at home got used to hearing about ‘social distancing’, ‘herd immunity’, 
‘flattening the curve’, ‘the R rate’ and ‘PPE’.

As deaths increased we saw events cancelled which would involve crowds. In 
Ketton, the new vicar of Sy Mary’s, Rev. Alwen Woodcock wasn’t able to hold 
services in church, so they were held online. Those of us who were able, including 
the Parish Council, were introduced to the world of Zoom in order to speak with 
family or hold meetings. If we were not in the most vulnerable category we were 
able to go for a local walk for exercise or join Joe Wicks and many others online 
for a workout.

   In Ketton the village fete was cancelled, regular coffee mornings, the Hub and all 
sport suspended. National VE celebrations were reduced to individuals celebrating 
in their own gardens.
    At The Railway Pub those who had a thirst were supplied by deliveries from the 
‘Flagon Wagon’. The pub also doubled as a collection point for food bank donations 
on Wednesdays.

As we go to press for this issue things are opening up.
   

Shops are now open to customers 
with face coverings, Grass root 
cricket can be played under strict 
regulations, church services are 
back, pubs and restaurants are 
open and holidays are back in 
fashion. 
   We await to see if this brings about 
another spike in the pandemic.

‘Lockdown’ in Ketton
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At the height of the 
Covid-19 Lockdown, 
local artist Josette 
Carroll did a painting 
of the much missed 
Railway Inn, which 
she passes every 
day while taking 
her dog Sassi for a 
walk. The reaction 
to this was so 
strong, that she 
decided to make a 

greetings card from the painted image 
herself and sell it to raise money for NHS 
nurses & carers.

The card has been on sale at The Railway 
Inn, Ketton Post Office, Cuckoo Farm and 
direct from Josette herself [07890 408 452] / 
www.josettecarroll.com . 

To date over £200 has been raised which will 
soon be donated to a carefully chosen local 
NHS charity to [hopefully] benefit nurses.

The original of Josette’s painting is now hanging in The Railway Inn on Church Road.

Why not advertise your

 business in Chatterbox?

Chatterbox is delivered to every house in Ketton as well 

being available in the Post Office & Library and provides 

an excellent opportunity to make residents aware of your 

services at very competitive rates

ADVERTISING RATES

 ¼ Page  £25 per issue

 ½ Page  £45 Per issue

Full page £60 Per issue

A discount of 10% is allowed to advertisers 

who advertise in three consecutive issues.

For further information, contact our 

Advertising Manager: 

Sarah Ayling
Tel: 01780 722451

Email: kettonpc@btinternet.co.uk

www.ketton.org.uk

Copy Deadline for the next 

issue of Chatterbox is 

20th November 2020

Ketton parish council

STAY ALERT
CONTROL THE VIRUS  SAVE LIVES
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Contact the Association for details of all the facilities and individual clubs by visiting 
the association web site; kettonsports.com or follow the association on Facebook

Telephone: 07944 530086 or 01780 721507
or just pop along to the associations headquarters at Pit lane

Ketton
Sports Association

 

Ketton Sports association.indd   1 07/10/2013   21:47

Email: enquires@kettonsportsandcommunitycentre.co.uk
Club House 01780 721507 (please leave a message and we will contact you)

www.KettonSportsandCommunityCentre.co.uk
or just pop along to the headquarters at Pit Lane

Activities to suit all levels/ages, Cricket, Bowls, 
Petanque, Tennis, Football, Junior Triathlon, 
Healthly Walking Group, Keep Fit - includes junior 
coaching and courses.

Live sport on Sky and BT plus Wi-Fi
Darts   Dominoes   Cribbage   Pool
Early opening Fridays 4.30pm - ALL WELCOME
LIVE MUSIC Saturday nights
BINGO every Sunday. 8.00pm eyes down.
Indoor sports teams encouraged.

Ideal party or function venue to suit both small or 
large groups. 2 individual rooms available or can be 
combined into 1 large room

Sports & Community Centre

WELCOMES ALL COMERS

Follow us on Facebook
Contact us for more information.

To see everything 

you can do at kSCC
go to

www.kettonsportscc.co.uk

www.kettonsportscc.co.uk

Email: enquiries@kettonsportscc.co.uk
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Sustainability, do you think about what you’re eating?
Millie Coward is studying Biology at Oxford Brookes University and is involved in 

education and training on sustainability issues.

Everyone has to eat. Food unites us yet the subject of diet is seen as a very personal 
matter. I am often asked what is the easiest change a person can make to help protect 

the environment and certainly the first step I took into environmentalism was dietary 
change. This link between diet and sustainability is close to the heart for many of us – 
perhaps like me for environmental or health reasons  or to support the local economy, 
or perhaps because of personal employment in the food industry (in agriculture or the 
supply chain); consequently, views are often formed in social groups, which can blind 
you to other perspectives.
  If we were to be honest with ourselves, many of us know nothing about what is in the fridge: 
water used, travels miles (indicating excessive carbon emissions), use of synthetic fertilizers 
and pesticides, means of cultivation (highlighting habitat destruction and soil degradation), etc. 
We purchase meals which are undoubtedly cheaper, have the most appealing sell-by date, 
are the  most convenient, or just find the product that looks the nicest. I believe the big secret 
behind creating a sustainable diet isn’t through the diet label itself, but it is to become more 
knowledgeable about what we consume and thereby buy our food from more sustainable 
sources. Go and look in your fridge and cupboards - do you know where those products come 
from or how they were produced? This new outlook on your shopping will not blunt your needs 
or wants - there are many producers of the same type of product, but two items that look almost 
identical in shops can have extremely different impacts on the planet.
   Environmental impact grading for products has been proposed in recent years, which would 
allow us to determine how sustainable a product is from one glance. This type of product 
labelling would push producers to make their products more sustainable; if they knew it was 
going out on sale with a red, green or amber sticker bound to it. 
   The concept of a sustainable diet was proposed more than three decades ago, a diet that 
adheres to dietary guidelines for maintaining long-term health while simultaneously avoiding 
excessive degradation and consumption of natural resources. On the whole, plant-rich diets 
can reduce food’s carbon emissions by up to 73% depending on where you live. Although 
switching to a plant-rich diet is undeniably more sustainable, you can still lead an unsustainable 
lifestyle if you are following a plant-rich diet; in fact, one study found that vegetarians often have 
a profound ‘rebound’ adverse effect when swapping to the vegetarian diet. 
   Essentially, when you make the change to have a more plant-rich diet you normally have 
some additional income, which is often used to make unsustainable choices and therefore, 
can offset the environmental benefits of the diet. What we can learn here is that becoming 
more sustainable does not necessarily come from the diet itself but more the actions that are 
taken as a consequence. If consumers are not being conscious, vegetarians who eat from an 
unsustainable source can often have a marginally higher environmental impact than consumers 
who eat (a low quantity of) the most sustainable sources of meat as part of their diet.
   We are growing enough food on this planet to feed more than 10 billion people, with 7.8 billion 
currently on earth, some people still starve. Why? Because 50% of grains and vegetables 
are fed to animals, including 73% of soya. How do we fix this? By adjusting our dietary ratios 
towards a more plant-rich diet.
   So, as a common rule, it is often best to “buy food you know from people you know” and 
seeing as food is just one of our three basic human needs, it doesn’t seem that much of a bad 
idea. This concept is not always possible and researching the background of your foods from 
your local supermarket can work just as well. At the end of the day, there are no right or wrong 
diets, but there are sustainable dietary choices and you are in control of that; make the right 
decision for yourself and for everyone you share this planet with.
                                                                                                                                      Millie Coward
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Following the article about the station in the Easter issue of Chatterbox some 
significant new information has come to light. A local railway man, Jim 

Benner who works in the Ketton signal box has provided an 1885 map of the 
station and its surroundings. There are two major items of interest shown.
   Firstly the true location of the Gas Works is revealed as being up the lane to the 
hotel and just beyond it rather than at the speculative placing in the goods yard. This 
must have meant  that coal would have to be carted from the yard to the works and 
that coke would have to be carted back for onward sale.

   The second interesting bit of information is that the map indicates a more 
complicated layout 
to the goods yard. 

The siding in the 
goods shed goes 
right through and 
leads to a second 

wagon turntable 
which feeds three 

spurs. There is also 
another turntable on 

the second siding 
to allow a wagon to 
be taken up to the 

maltings. This yard 
must have been a 

busy place.             
John Sharp 

For up-to-date news  on

what’s happening in Ketton www.ketton.org.uk @KettonNews

www.kettonplayschool.com
          2½ - 5 year olds

  15 hours free for 3 year olds
Open Mon-Fri up to 7 hours daily

 01780 721676

KETTON STATIONNew 

Information
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Props: M Gray
            KM Flynn

Established in 1982, a family-run local garage offering
MOT, servicing, repairs, air-conditioning & diagnostics,

car sales and vehicle sourcing to your specific requirements.

BELTON STREET, STAMFORD, LINCS. PE9 2EF

TEL: 01780 753183    FAX: 01780 765866
MOBILE: 07860 299569

Retail Motor
Industry

Federation
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ANDY BIRD PLUMBING
Plumbing, Heating & Bathroom Installation

23 Ash Place
Stamford, Lincs.

PE9 2JB

Tel: 01780 720437        
Mob: 07793 539537 220075
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Mobile top-ups can now be carried out at the shop counter
as well as the Post Office

Debit/credit cards accepted for payment in the shop [subject to conditions]

Any spare foreign coins?  The Rainbow Trust Children's Charity can benefit
from your donation.  Collection tin on top of the post office counter.

SERVING  THE  COMMUNITY 
Mon - Sat   6.30am - 5.30pm      Telephone 01780 720245

KETTON POST OFF ICE &
VILLAGE STORE
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