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27 February 2018

Consultation on the Proposed Glosure of Ketton Surgery

Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing on behalf of Ketton Parish Council regarding the consultation on the proposed closure
of Uppingham Surgery's Ketton Branch Surgery. The Council appreciates that there is a national
issue with GP recruitment and also an increasing pressure in meeting patients' needs and care
requirements. However, The Councilwould like to express their concern and opposition to the
proposed closure of the surgery for the reasons stated below:

o There are 285 patients registered with the Ketton, which exceeds the criterion of 250 set by
the Uppingham Surgery's for the allocation of a GP session.

o With regard to your argument of GP's "wasted time" between appointments - this time could
be spent doing the increased admin work that goes with their workload. This could be done
at Ketton equally as it could in Uppingham.

. The difficulty in getting from Ketton to Uppingham and back by bus, as the bus service has
been reduced and buses now only run every two hours instead of hourly. lt is perfectly
feasible that patients without their own transport could spend anything from 4 to 6 hours
going to a doctor's appointment in Uppingham by bus. The bus service operating between
Ketton and Uppingham does not go via Barrowden, as stated on your website, so cannot be
used by patients to access your Barrowden Surgery.

o The Ketton Surgery provides an invaluable service to elderly and vulnerable patients, who
would struggle to access primary medical care without their own transport.
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. We would like to draw your attention to the proposed future grovrrth of Ketton, with an
additional 300 homes allocated (and possibly an additionall000 residents) under
Rutland County Criuncil's Local Plan Review for plan period to 2036, and that these new
residents will need access to a Doctor's Surgery. Ketton is being assessed as a large
service centre within the Local Plan, and having easy access to medical services is part of
that.

. Although recruitment and retention of staff is a nationwide problem, and you stated that the
cost of living in or commuting to Rutland is expensive, this does not appear to be such an
issue at Empingham Surgery. Perhaps Uppingham Surgery could re-evaluate their
business model rather than closing the Ketton Surgery.

Kind regards

Sarah Ayling
Clerk to Ketton Parish Council
CC RCC Health & Wellbeing Board & Scrutiny Panel
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