KETTON PARISH COUNCIL

RISK ASSESSMENT 2020-21
ACTIVITY: Grounds maintenance, including strimming & grass cutting – ride on mower
DATE OF INITIAL ASSESSMENT: 15/04/2020
Prior to work commencement:
1. 
Is suitable PPE available (eg ear defenders / gloves / goggles etc as recommended by manufacturer).

2. 
Are tools and accessories in good condition (visual check)
3. 
Consider risks and hazards in proposed work area, eg broken glass bricks, stones etc.

4. 
Ensure familiarity with site and equipment. 

5. 
Ensure that machinery is in good repair and working order (visual user check and annual formal inspection / maintenance).
Hazards:
1. 
Ejection of debris from machinery while cutting.

2. 
Handling of sharp items of litter and items with biohazard risks.

3. 
Slips and trips due to uneven or slippery ground.

4. 
Manual handling of equipment.

5. 
Contact with moving parts of machinery.

6. 
Contact with fuel and oils and plant materials.

7. 
Noise from machinery operations.

8. 
Repetitive strain injuries from strimming and hovermowing.

9. 
Exposure due to weather conditions.

Persons at risk:
1. 
Handymen/machinery operatives
Control measures:
1. 
Ensure that working area cleared of debris before starting mowing operations. 

2. 
Ensure guards on machinery in place and effective for protection.

3. 
Always wear protective clothing and PPE.

4. 
Take extra care on uneven and/or sloping ground.

5. 
Use appropriate lifting and moving skills for moving equipment and machinery 
6.
Ensure all equipment used as per manufacturers guidance and retailers training / demonstrations
7. 
Always ensure that machinery is not moving and safely isolated before attempting any adjustment or clearing of moving parts.

8.
Minimise exposure to fuel, oil and plant juices. Clean hands as often as possible. Use gloves for protection.

9. 
Always use PPE eg hearing protection when machinery in operation if recommended in manufacturers guidelines.

10. 
Use good technique when hand mowing / strimming eg Take hourly breaks of 5 minutes minimum to allow muscles to rest.

11. 
Take account of weather conditions, wear appropriate clothing and take warm drinks in cold weather, cover up and apply sun block to prevent sunburn.
12. 
Ensure fuels are kept to a minimum on site, stored in Hall Close lockable container
13.
Ensure grounds maintenance is conducted at an appropriate time to minimise the risks to other persons on site. 
On completion:
1. 
Inspect area covered to see if any hazards remaining to self and others, eg grass cuttings on footpaths etc. If present clear away.

2. 
Transport grass clippings etc to appropriate disposal point

3. 
Clean machines and remove tools and machinery to secure storage area.

