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K
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N We can deliver groceries and newspapers - call the Village Shop on 01780

720 245 to order by 1.00pm and we will deliver to your doorstep.  
We can help in other ways too - call 07517 798397 (KGNS) between 9.00am-

8.00pm if you are in need - we can:Pick up and deliver prescriptions to your doorstep
Help with any urgent need for supplies, such as scarce items

Give you a wave or call on the phone if you need a chat 

Share information and ideas of how to keep entertained

Help with other needs that may arise.

 
 

 

 

All our lives are changing as Government introduces measures to protect us from the

impact of Coronavirus. Run by volunteers, Ketton Together is a scheme through which

we can pull together to look after each other in coming weeks. 

The scheme has the support of Ketton Parish Council and the Whitebread Trust, 

and we are working closely with Tim and his team at the Village Shop and the Ketton Good

Neighbour Scheme (KGNS).  
For all those self-isolating and in need, we are here to help.

 

KETTON TOGETHER

Remember to follow Government and NHS advice
at all times to keep Ketton safe. Thank you. 

Call for Volunteers - we need you! 

Please email kettontogether@outlook.com or call 07517 798397 (KGNS) if you can help 

with deliveries, keeping in touch with people and with the coordination of the scheme.
 

All volunteers will adhere to strict virus safety and safeguarding measures, 

and storage of personal data will meet GDPR requirements - keeping Ketton safe!
Here to helpVillage shop deliveries - 01780 720 245 

General help and contact - 07517 798397 (KGNS) 
www.facebook.com/groups/kettontogethercoronavirus
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●Darts, Pool, 
Dominoes & Crib 

Teams●
●Charity Events●

●Thursday Quiz Night●

THE RAILWAY INN
Church Road, Ketton

Tel: 01780 721050

Open from 5pm till when!!
And Saturday & Sundays 

from noon

REAL ALES from 
GRAINSTORE local 

brewery

Functions arranged to 
meet your needs
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A message from the new vicar of St Mary’s Ketton and All Saints Tinwell  
Greetings to you all!   My name is Olwen Woolcock and by the time you read this I will have been licensed as the   new vicar of Ketton and Tinwell. At the moment I definitely feel like the new kid in town. We arrived in the village a couple of weeks ago, since then we have been unpacking boxes and just finding our way around the neighbourhood through walking our dog around all the footpaths which wind their way through Ketton.  This is a very attractive part of the country to come and work in and we are delighted and privileged to be here.   

Just to tell you a bit about myself and my background. I am married to Ray, we have three grown up daughters, one of them lives in Stamford with her family. We have been married nearly forty years. We began our married life in Birmingham where we both went to university. I studied history; Ray studied electronic engineering. We met at a Baptist church which we both attended. We lived for fifteen years in Birmingham becoming involved with the church’s ministry to its inner-city neighbourhood and beginning a family.     
In 1994 we moved out to Worcestershire, involved in a project to run a retreat centre in an old farmhouse. I have always been good with my hands and at this time I was also teaching City and Guilds courses in soft furnishing and upholstery, through the local college, a job which fitted well around the task of looking after three children. I later worked for Age Concern running a project to set up day centres and a foot care scheme for the rural elderly across West Worcestershire. I really enjoyed being involved with the local communities through these projects.   

I was in my early forties when I began to explore a sense of call to the ministry, by which time we worshipped in village churches in a benefice in West Worcester. I did my theological training on a part time basis through the West of England Ministerial Training Course and was ordained in Worcester Cathedral in 2005. I served a three-and-a-half-year curacy in Claines in North 

Worcester, in a parish similar to this one with a beautiful medieval church and a church school. It also had stunning views across to the Malvern Hills which I reminded myself to enjoy, telling myself that I wouldn’t be likely to work in such a beautiful place again – and yet here we are!    
The main substance of my ministry has been the last eleven years which I have spent serving three churches in a benefice south of Coalville in North West Leicestershire. These were former mining villages but are now expanding communities with lots of new industry and extensive new housing estates. Ray and myself made many friends and became part of that closely knit community. I worked with the schools and with the community as well as the churches.  

 
We built up a lot of history there and made many contacts over the years but part of the role of a minister is to recognise that one serves in a place for a while and then God calls you on. God has called us on to Ketton and Tinwell to work for a new season here in these villages. The post here is on a part time basis which is also a benefit to me at this stage.   

I’m sure you will see me around with my dog. We have already noticed how friendly everyone is here so I expect I’ll get to know people through chatting on the street as well as through joining in village activities. Please introduce yourself! I may not always remember names but I usually remember faces.   
The churches are here to be places of worship and also to serve the communities where they are based, to be places where people can mark the significant moments of life: the births, the marriages and the deaths.  It’s a particular privilege to serve people at these times. If the churches of St. Mary’s, Ketton and All Saints, Tinwell can serve you then please get in touch.  With all good wishes - Olwen  

My contact details from March 28th will be:  
Rev’d Olwen Woolcock,  
4 Edmonds Drive, Ketton, Stamford, PE9 3TH Vicarage Telephone 01780 729052 Email: vicar@kettonandtinwell.uk 

               KETTON 
               TOGETHER ........ 22-24

INDY Group........................ 25

               KETTON 
               TOGETHER ........ 22-24
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ilthorpeKHolidays

Set in 30 acres of private estate, 
Kilthorpe offers a luxury guest 

house, wedding venue, 
conference  room, and specimen 

carp fishing.

Contact Alan
01780 721313

kilthorpepools@outlook.com
kilthorpeholidays.com
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EDITORIAL

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)
Please be aware that future dates and events printed in this 
issue are correct at the time of going to press but may well 
be subject to change, postponement or cancellation due to 
the ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) situation.

When I started to write this piece, I was full of enthusiasm at the thought 
that the village would be hosting a proper village fete, the like of which 
had not been seen for some time. Recent events are having a drastic 

effect on the plans to hold it. The general consensus is that the village will be 
under seige from the virus during April and May, in fact the first victims have 
already been identified. On another level, having written this and incorporated it 
in Chatterbox No.69, how will it be delivered around the village, remembering each 
of the 864 household receive a copy.

Coronavirus, is a disease that will affect us all, one way or another, each of us 
can help protect our village population and ourselves from as much of the problem 
as is humanly possible. Vigilance in all our activities is paramount, if as expected 
the virus will be widespread, Rutland and the surrounding counties already have 
cases of infection.

What can we do to help ourselves. In particular our personal hygiene can make 
a considerable difference to the spread of the disease. The simplest being the 
washing of hands for at least 20 seconds using soap, handwash or alcohol gel. 
There are online offers of advice on this, as well as the symptoms to watch out 
for, there are plenty of areas one can seek advice on basic precautions, how to go 
about travel and self isolation should one be unlucky enough to become infected. 
There is no doubt we will all feel its effects, but I believe as a community we 
have the capacity to overcome this dreadful scourge and working together is how 
to achieve it.
                                                                                
Parking has been an issue in the village for some considerable time, and much has 
been said and written about it, but little has been done to ameliorate the problem. 
It has always been said you should be careful what you wish for! This certainly 
could be the case if the High Street is given a double yellow line makeover. Will it 
cure the problem, I think not. Will it make the street less attractive, I think so.  
Are we to have a parking warden in attendance, for without enforcement, yellow 
lines are nothing more than kerbside graffiti? We will happily publish any comments 
you care to make on this or any other subject.

Finally, but most importantly, I would ask everyone to extend a helping hand to 
the most vulnerable in our society, we all know someone who will need assistance 
during this trying time, please help when you can.

John Collier
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W H HIGGINS & SONS LTD
General motor repairs 

Servicing - MOTs
Cars - vans - light commercials - minibuses

  air conditioning specialists
STATION GARAGE

SOUTH LUFFENHAM, OAKHAM
RUTLAND, LE15 8NG

Tel: 01780 720361       Fax: 01780 721301
steve@whhiggins.co.uk

W H HIGGINS & SONS LTD

IAN HALSALL
PAINTER & DECORATOR

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

14 Capendale Close
Ketton

Stamford
PE9 3RU

PHONE: 01780 720939

Under New Management
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Dijon and 
Maple Syrup 
Salmon Bake
Give this dish a go!  Superbly simple 
and a tasty light meal!
Served with a crisp salad, this 
dish is great for the warmer 
days ahead too.

Serves 4
              Ingredients

4 Salmon Fillets
225g New Potatoes (halved)

225g Brussels Sprouts (halved)  - frozen 
ones are a good alternative to fresh.

Olive Oil
Salt

Freshly ground Black Pepper
80g Dijon Mustard
3tbsp Maple Syrup
Juice of 1 Lemon

2 Cloves of Garlic (crushed)
½ tsp Chilli Flakes

    Method
1.  Heat your oven to 200c.  Toss the potatoes and Brussels with some olive oil and season 
         with salt and pepper.  Spread them evenly over a baking tray and bake for 10 minutes.
2.  Whilst the vegetables are baking, prepare the salmon.  In a large bowl, whisk together 
         the mustard, maple syrup, lemon juice, garlic and chilli flakes.  Season with salt and 
         add the salmon fillets to the mixture.  Make sure you coat all pieces fully.
3.  Take the potatoes and Brussels out of the oven and push to one side of the baking tray.  
         Add the salmon on the other side, skin side down.  Bake for 15 more minutes until 
         the salmon is cooked.
4.  Plate up by firstly spooning the potatoes and Brussels onto the plates and then sit 
         each salmon fillet on top.

For up-to-date news  on

what’s happening in Ketton www.ketton.org.uk @KettonNews
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chairman’s Report
As I write this report we are in the middle of 

the Coronavirus outbreak that is affecting so 
many countries in ways that were unimaginable 
only a few weeks ago. Let us hope that the many 
measures being introduced by Her Majesty’s 
Government will be effective. But still many 
events that are due to take place have been and 
will continue to be cancelled.

The Parish Council is carrying out its activities to 
contribute to the wellbeing of the village community. 
We are seeking a grant to replace some of the play 
equipment in Hall Close. We are concerned about 
road safety especially at times before and after 
school. We support the County Council’s proposals 
to regulate parking where is is dangerous. Oversight 
of any parking regulations will not be easy, but 

we must try. Parking inconsiderately outside the post office and shop 
remains an issue. The Parish Council hopes to have some parking spaces marked out for use 
only for a limited time during shop opening hours.

The County Council has recently published its Local Plan that gives us all a great deal to 
consider. Once adopted, this plan will guide the village’s development for the years to come. As 
an example, the plan appears to exclude the possibility of a housing development in the Bartles 
Hollow area. The Parish Council has not expressed a view on this proposal but it is aware of 
strong feelings against it that surfaced last autumn.

A major concern for us all is the village library. The loss of income following the closure of the 
doctors’ surgery in the library and more general pressures on local authority finances have 
forced some reconsideration of how best to continue the library service in Ketton. Both the 
Parish Council and Rutland County Council are determined to do all in their power to ensure 
the library remains open. The question of ownership and maintenance of the building and 
other matters are highly complex and require careful study. The Parish Council believes that 
the library is one of the jewels of the village; its central location and attractive building are 
most important. We are working hard to see that it stays a focus for us all. One of the ways 
individuals can help is to use the library more: take more books out, use the Internet facilities, 
hold meetings and come for coffee or tea in the Hub. Use it or lose it!

On Friday 8 May, the new bank holiday, the whole country commemorates the 75th anniversary 
of Victory in Europe Day. Each of us will commemorate in our own way, now. It looks very 
unlikely that there will be any public events.

It is sad to report that the  village fete planned to be held on Saturday 16 May at the Ketton 
Sports and Community Centre is now cancelled.This traditional fete for families in which the 
games and activities were to be free of charge may now take place next year. 

The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Northwick Arms on Thursday 12 March. With over 
40 residents present it was a warm and friendly meeting with presentations covering the work 
of the Parish Council, the White Bread Trust, the County Council, Ketton Green Spaces Group 
and the neighbourhood plan. Major concerns mentioned were the speed of traffic through the 
village and dangerous parking. The successful meeting ended with refreshments in the pub.

8
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For up-to-date news  on

what’s happening in Ketton www.ketton.org.uk @KettonNews

All of us involved in the Parish Council and Chatterbox send you our best wishes for a warm and 
dry spring and early summer. We particularly request that each of us follows the instructions of 
Her Majesty’s Government in these extraordinary and difficult times. Keep safe!

Sinclair Rogers, 
Chairman of Ketton Parish Council

Bereavement Help Points – 
How to get support when 
you are bereaved 
Following on from our article in the December addition of Chatterbox 
on setting up a Bereavement Help Point in Ketton, Glenis Southern and 
Claire Henry wanted to give you an update on our progress so far and 
to ask for your help.

   As a reminder, the Bereavement Help Point is a drop-in service that aims to provide bereaved 
people with a place where they are able to access information and support, where they can 
talk to others and share their emotions, feelings and thoughts. It is flexible being locally based 
and accessible when people feel they need support. This can be in the days, weeks, months or 
years after a bereavement. 
  Bereavement Help Points have been set up in other parts of the country, being highly valued 
by local communities as they focus is on what is required locally and importantly the need not 
to travel miles to gain support.  
  The Bereavement Help Point will be run by volunteers who will be supported by our 3 local 
Hospices, Dove Cottage, LOROS and Sue Ryder Thorpe Hall. 
  As this is a volunteer led community service, we need your help. We are planning a drop-
in session on Monday 27th April 10-12am at the Library in Ketton for anyone who may be 
interested in find out more about becoming a volunteer and what it entails including training 
and support. Thank you to those who have already volunteered you are welcome to attend the 
drop- in, in the meantime Glenis or Claire will be in touch.
  Our current plans are for volunteers  to undergo the training in May with the launch towards 
the end of June. If you are interested do come along and find out more.
If you have any further questions in the meantime please contact either Glenis or Claire. 

Please feel free to contact either of them on 
Glenis Southern  glenis@petersouthern.co.uk
Claire Henry claire@clairehenryassociates.com  
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A message from the new vicar of St Mary’s 

Ketton and All Saints Tinwell 
 
Greetings to you all!   My name is Olwen Woolcock and by 

the time you read this I will have been licensed as the   

new vicar of Ketton and Tinwell. At the moment I 

definitely feel like the new kid in town. We arrived in the 

village a couple of weeks ago, since then we have been 

unpacking boxes and just finding our way around the 

neighbourhood through walking our dog around all the 

footpaths which wind their way through Ketton.  This is a 

very attractive part of the country to come and work in and we are delighted 

and privileged to be here.  
 
Just to tell you a bit about myself and my background. I am married to Ray, we 

have three grown up daughters, one of them lives in Stamford with her family. 

We have been married nearly forty years. We began our married life in 

Birmingham where we both went to university. I studied history; Ray studied 

electronic engineering. We met at a Baptist church which we both attended. 

We lived for fifteen years in Birmingham becoming involved with the church’s 

ministry to its inner-city neighbourhood and beginning a family.   

  
In 1994 we moved out to Worcestershire, involved in a project to run a retreat 

centre in an old farmhouse. I have always been good with my hands and at this 

time I was also teaching City and Guilds courses in soft furnishing and 

upholstery, through the local college, a job which fitted well around the task of 

looking after three children. I later worked for Age Concern running a project 

to set up day centres and a foot care scheme for the rural elderly across West 

Worcestershire. I really enjoyed being involved with the local communities 

through these projects.  
 
I was in my early forties when I began to explore a sense of call to the ministry, 

by which time we worshipped in village churches in a benefice in West 

Worcester. I did my theological training on a part time basis through the West 

of England Ministerial Training Course and was ordained in Worcester 

Cathedral in 2005. I served a three-and-a-half-year curacy in Claines in North 

Worcester, in a parish similar to this one with a beautiful medieval church and 

a church school. It also had stunning views across to the Malvern Hills which I 

reminded myself to enjoy, telling myself that I wouldn’t be likely to work in 

such a beautiful place again – and yet here we are!   

 
The main substance of my ministry has been the last eleven years which I have 

spent serving three churches in a benefice south of Coalville in North West 

Leicestershire. These were former mining villages but are now expanding 

communities with lots of new industry and extensive new housing estates. Ray 

and myself made many friends and became part of that closely knit 

community. I worked with the schools and with the community as well as the 

churches.  
 
We built up a lot of history there and made many contacts over the years but 

part of the role of a minister is to recognise that one serves in a place for a 

while and then God calls you on. God has called us on to Ketton and Tinwell to 

work for a new season here in these villages. The post here is on a part time 

basis which is also a benefit to me at this stage.  

 
I’m sure you will see me around with my dog. We have already noticed how 

friendly everyone is here so I expect I’ll get to know people through chatting on 

the street as well as through joining in village activities. Please introduce 

yourself! I may not always remember names but I usually remember faces.  

 
The churches are here to be places of worship and also to serve the 

communities where they are based, to be places where people can mark the 

significant moments of life: the births, the marriages and the deaths.  It’s a 

particular privilege to serve people at these times. If the churches of St. Mary’s, 

Ketton and All Saints, Tinwell can serve you then please get in touch.  

With all good wishes - Olwen  
My contact details from March 28th will be: 
 
Rev’d Olwen Woolcock,  
4 Edmonds Drive, Ketton, Stamford, PE9 3TH 

Vicarage Telephone 01780 729052 

Email: vicar@kettonandtinwell.uk 
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Ketton and All Saints, Tinwell can serve you then please get in touch.  

With all good wishes - Olwen  
My contact details from March 28th will be: 
 
Rev’d Olwen Woolcock,  
4 Edmonds Drive, Ketton, Stamford, PE9 3TH 

Vicarage Telephone 01780 729052 

Email: vicar@kettonandtinwell.uk 
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B&B / Self-Catering 
Accommodation

The Apartment, Randolph Cottage,
Church Road, Ketton, Stamford

(Visit Britain 3 Stars)

Self-contained first floor apartment
(sleeps up to 4) in beautiful setting

with all the comforts of home.

Available on a self-catering/B&B basis for 
short breaks, holidays or to accommodate

 visiting family or friends.

For more information and details
please contact Maggie Forster:

Tel: 01780 720802
e-mail: randolph.cottage@talktalk.net

For up-to-date news  on

what’s happening in Ketton www.ketton.org.uk @KettonNews

An 
Apology
The Remembrance 
article in the 
Christmas 
Chatterbox was 
incorrectly reported. 
The church was 
indeed full and six 
Parish Councillors 
were in attendance, 
not three. 
It is therefore 
incumbent on me as 
editor to formally 
apologise for the 
published errata.

Apology
The Remembrance 

incorrectly reported. 

indeed full and six 
Parish Councillors 
were in attendance, 

incumbent on me as 
editor to formally 
apologise for the 
published errata.
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Four organisations worked together to 
enable school children to plant trees 

for a new community heritage orchard and 
osier willow plantation in Ketton, Rutland. 
This is a collaborative project with Ketton 
C of E Primary School, the Royal Forestry 
Society Teaching Trees programme, Nene 
Park Trust and Stamford Community 
Orchard Group. Together we thought 
that, as it was National Tree Week in 
November, this could be linked t o 
Living Things and their 
Habitats – one of the areas 
covered in the science 
curriculum. The children 
will be planting some local 
heritage variety apple trees 
and osier willow setts on the 
floodbank of the river Chater. 
As well as being part of the 
Big Climate Fight Back, the 
children will be able to make 
direct use of the trees they 
plant – they will use the willow 
in future art projects, and of 
course eat the apples! 

As a Ketton C of E Primary School teacher 
said "It will provides a real reason for writing. 
In literacy Year 3 children are writing a report 
on trees and climate change for Chatterbox, 
the local newsletter." The planting will 
also give us a chance to explain the 
links between fruit trees, food and 
climate change, as well as willow trees, 
flood protection and climate change.

Nene Park Trust 
allowed us to 
cut the willow in 
order to make willow 
stakes that the children 
could hammer into the wet ground by the 
local river. Stamford Community Orchard 
Group allowed us to have some of the very 

local Stamford variety of apples with names 
like Schoolmaster – would you believe! Adam 
Cade, Chairman of SCOG said "So we are 
doing this as part of the Woodlands Trust Big 
Climate Fightback because it's a chance to 
work with a few other organisations to help 
young children see the vital links between 
t r e e s , fruit, flooding and climate change."

As Jemma Cuthbert from 
the Royal Forestry Society 
said “RFS Teaching Trees 

is delighted to be part of this 
community collaboration. We 
think it is vital to plant trees as 

one part of combatting climate 
change, and to help the 
next generation learn about 
the importance of trees. 

As part of the project, the 
children will also be visiting a 
local woodland on Buckminster 

Estate, one of our RFS partners, 
where they’ll learn more about the 
importance of the woodland habitat 
in a Teaching Trees session.”

Ketton School’s Class 3’s teacher, Mrs. 
Katherine Young was involved in this 
exciting National Tree Week project, 

sadly she left the school at the end of 
December. She had been at the school 

since 2008 and taught at both Key 
Stage 1 and 2. Level. She was 

also involved in many aspects 
of school life including the school 

student council and taking 
groups to the annual series 
of Lent Soup Lunches held 
at the Congregatonal 
Hall. We thank her for her 
work at Ketton and wish 

her every success in her new school 
in Peterborough.

Adam Cade

Organising school tree planting 
in National Tree Week
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01780 720500CALL

CALL  01780 720500
CALL 01780 720500

will take care of it
call on the number
below to find out more

NACOSS
SILVER

www.sonicsecurity.com

Call for further information
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KETTON ART GROUP 
 
The Art Group was set up in 2000, by Jenny Gosling, Heather 
Goodacre and myself, as a means of not only providing an interesting 
activity for people in Ketton, but also to provide a regular source of 
income for the newly acquired Congregational Hall in Chapel Lane. 

 
The objective was to provide an enjoyable, yet instructive course, at as little 
a cost as possible. The late Jane Sharp soon joined us, and with her help 
and expertise, we have been able to provide instruction without the cost of 
professional tutors.  
 
We meet roughly on the basis of the school terms, on Thursday afternoons, 
from 2 to 4.30pm, and enjoy a short break for tea and biscuits. The cost of 
membership is in the region of £30 per term, which, working out at about £3 per session 
is extremely good value.  

 
Our present numbers are about 10, and we would welcome new 
members. Many of our members had done little, if any painting before 
joining us, and it is very gratifying to see the excellent progress they 
have made. We often hold an exhibition in the summer, and our 
members are proud to exhibit their achievements!  

 
We cover a large range of mediums and topics, all of 
which are tuned to help beginners get started, and at the 
same time encouraging the more experienced to 
progress. We deal with basic Drawing, Tonal drawing, 
Watercolour, Oils, Acrylics, Pastels, Chinese painting, 
Abstract painting, Monochrome, Collage, Pen and Ink, 
and Line and Wash. The members choose the subjects 
they prefer for the next term. 
 

As well as the various mediums, we cover particular aspects of 
painting in each, such as Buildings, Skies and Clouds, Trees, Figures, 
Life drawing and Portraits, Flowers and Botanical painting. Of 
course, not everyone excels at all these subjects, but with the huge 
range available, there is certainly something for everyone. 

 
The Group is run by a small committee and if you would like to develop 
your hidden talents, or simply have a go as a beginner, do please give us a 
call, either to Ann Holland on 721359, Ruth Lewis on 729198, Trish Clements, 
on 721260 or myself on 721585.  
 

Nic Hart 
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A & K ASSOCIATES LTD
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Local qualified accountant providing a full range of accounting services
for the needs of the self-employed and for limited companies.

Give me a call for a free initial consultation on how
I can help you with your business or personal tax affairs.

Kate Rogers BSc FMAAT
15 The Green, Ketton, Stamford PE9 3RA

Tel: 01780 721899     Email: kate@akassociates.eu

Ketton Scouts and Guides 
Supporters Association 

The Scout and Guide HQ building which the children of Ketton and the surrounding 
area enjoy every week is owned and managed by the Ketton Guides and Scouts 

Supporters Association, a registered charity. The success and growth of the current 
Scouts and Guides groups means that we, and the Leaders, need your help to support 
this growth as we move into an exciting future.
   Our committee, many of whom stepped up to support the construction of the present building 
15 years ago, now need parents, friends and residents of Ketton willing to help with this next 
phase particularly in the following areas:
  ●  organising the maintenance of the building,
  ●  managing our finances
 ●  helping with unskilled odd jobs
  ●  raising further funds and
  ●  running the hall bookings for both the village and the groups.

  If you only have a few hours to 
spare to help with these kind of 
tasks or are willing to take on a 
more formal role on the KGSSA 
committee we would love to hear 
from you.
  We cannot afford to let down 
the Leaders and most of all the 
boys and girls who benefit so 
much from the Scout and Guide 
movement. We are hosting 
a meeting where potential 
volunteers can hear about these 
exciting plans on Tuesday 21st 
April at 7pm in the Scout and 
Guides HQ building on Pit Lane. 
Please come along or get in touch with Hilary Allison at ketton93gmail.com or 07831523738 
to volunteer your help – the more people who volunteer the more we can spread the load!                                                                              
Thank you..                                                                                                                    Hilary Allison



17

For up-to-date news  on

what’s happening in Ketton www.ketton.org.uk @KettonNews

 HISTORY
History cannot give us a programme for the future, but it can give us a 

greater understanding of ourselves, and of our common humanity, 
so we can better face the future.                                                                       

                                                                                               Robert Warren Penn

   History is a subject that many find inspiring, others rather dull, but surely to study the 
past and see how our forbears discoveries have brought benefits’ that are relevant in 
today’s world are worth studying, Edward Jenner immunisation pioneer, Alexander 
Fleming’s discovery of Penicillin, Ada Lovelace Byron’s daughter, and Charles Babbage 
on their early work in computer science; other topics that create great interest, wars, 
specific battles both ancient and modern, space and time, cinema, fashion, the list is 
limitless.
   Some aspects of history are subjective or anecdotal, did Drake really play bowls on Plymouth 
Hoe before the sighting of the Armada, did Nelson say “Kiss me Hardy”, or was it Kismet; 
likewise little known historical events can be surprising, The Dreadnought Hoax and the Kettle 
War, look them up, they really did happen (or so we are told).
   Genealogy, this aspect of history has captured the imagination of many; it has spawned an 
industry, although it can reveal some surprising results of one’s ancestors’, good gracious me 
one of my forebears was a highwayman, another sent to a penal colony (For what today would 
be a minor offence) the family swindled out of an inheritance by an unscrupulous purveyor 
of the law, long lost relatives in far distant lands, these are some of the surprising facts that  
families have unearthed during the tracing of their family tree.
   Another aspect is the history of the city, town or village in which you reside, so let’s take Ketton 
as an example, although there have been many archaeological surveys, including several 
amazing finds i.e. The Bronze Hoard (1972) The Ketton Hoard of Roman Coins (can be seen 
in the County Museum, Oakham) Neolithic and Saxon excavations along with other interesting 
finds, the information is scattered, although Laura Blenkinsop has endeavoured, by creating a 
village history web site, to improve information on Ketton's  bygone years, backed up by David 
Naylor (recently deceased) there have also been several books written on the village, Geoff 
Fox’s book is an excellent read but is mainly centres around St Mary’s church, Geoffrey Smith’s 
and Goodwin’s are interesting, but lack detail.
   Ketton records can be found at the county archives in Leicester, but are sketchy to say 
the least, some in Oakham museum, Lincolnshire county archives, Northamptonshire county 
archives, several universities, plus an array of family records held by the landed gentry of the 
county of Rutland, so it was to endeavour to gather together some of the information, not only 
from these sources’ but from individuals before they are lost, any documents, photographs, 
posters even to the present day (history making never stops) and create a local archive that a 
Ketton History Group was formed, to collate this information.
   Where was Poor Row? Did you know there is the possibility of a Roman settlement in Ketton? 
There are more intriguing facts about our village past, have you been on one of Monty’s walks 
(A snapshot of Ketton's past), the group meet the second Thursday of the month at 7.00 pm in 
the Parish Office, so if you are interested do come along, and if you have any information you 
think may be of interest in the groups quest, contact John Collier on 01780-720488 or 
Vic Henry on 720435. 
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THE ANNEX 
@ MERTON COTTAGE

Short term holiday let on Ketton High St

Double Bed, Ensuite, T.V, Kettle, Toaster, Iron & board, 
Mini Fridge, Hairdryer and Off Road Parking

All enquires please contact Charlotte 07766763206
Instagram: merton_cottage_annex
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Oh! To be in England 
now that Spring is There

 
 ●  Sow hardy annuals outdoors and half-hardy annuals in a heated propagator 
  in the  greenhouse or on a window sill indoors
 ●  Tidy borders, weed and mulch with compost or manure
 ●  Lift and divide herbaceous perennials

              Start mowing the lawn regularly when the weather allows, a shallow cut to start
              with and an application of lawn weed and feed to follow. Treat any bare patches 
 with a mixture of lawn seed and compost.
 ●  This is the time to plant new roses, trees, shrubs and perennials, making sure the 
                      soil has all the nutrients for sustained growth.
 ●  Feed specimen trees, shrubs, hedges and established beds and borders, with 
                      a general purpose organic fertilizer.
 ●  Prick out half-hardy annual seedlings for planting or pot them up as necessary.

 ●  Prune spring-flowering shrubs after flowering.
 ●  Clip box hedges and other forms of hedging.
 ●  After the last frost, plant out half-hardy annuals in containers and outdoor beds.
 ●  Once frost is no longer a threat to growth, plant out dahlias, bring out houseplants
                       and plant any slightly tender shrubs.
 ●  Take cuttings from new growth of shrubs and perennials for potting on.

 ●  Prune spring-flowering shrubs after flowering.
 ●  Clip box hedges.
 ●  Take cuttings from new growth of shrubs and perennials.
 ●  Roses need pruning in late Feb, early March, at the same time treat the bed with
                      nitrogen, roses need a good rich soil so add plenty of compost.
 ●  Sheds and greenhouses, last opportunity for spring cleaning inside and tools                    
                      window boxes, seed trays and any other items that will soon be in regular 
                      use  as the season progresses.
 ●  Ponds and water features that were protected from the winter, will soon be 
                      required, last chance to carry out maintenance on them.

Adam
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Here we come a wassailing
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T his was our 5th annual Wassail, or an excuse 
for a village party at a miserable time of the 
year!All the usual suspects were there at 

Hall Close, Ketton Community Choir, 'Master of 
Ceremonies' Martin Smith, Rutland Morris, Jason 
Naylor the brazier and mulled cider minder, our 
valiant First-Aiders Fiona Blackburn and Graham 
Layne, and about 70 villagers with pots and pans 
and spoons making a very loud noise. 
  Back at the Northwick, fortified with 'beer and 
buns' courtesy of landlord Kiernan Darnell, 
Rutland Morris gave another fine display of 
dancing. Ketton Handbell Ringers followed with 
some good old  sing-a-long tunes, and finally 
Ketton Community Choir enchanted us with 
some beautiful Scottish songs - in honour of  it 
being Burns night. Much to everyone's surprise, 
as the choir sang Comin' Through the Rye, 
Steve Allan, in full Scottish regalia, and Kiernan, 
processed in with a steaming haggis and a bottle 
of whisky! After, what we were assured was, a 
short recitation and Burns ceremony, the haggis 
was 'opened' and all were invited to have a 'wee 
morsel' - it was delicious, and only its bed of fresh 
rosemary remained as we linked hands and sang 
Auld Lang Syne.
  A big thank you to all who helped to make this 
such an enjoyable event; £150 was raised for Air 
Ambulance.
  Wassail 2021 will be on Saturday January 23rd 
- still near Burns Night, so you never know........

Mary Cade
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Ketton Together  

in the face of the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 
As all our lives have changed dramatically in recent weeks in face of the Coronavirus 
Pandemic, our community has come together in a way it has not done for many years - and 
the Ketton Together Help Scheme has been formed to provide a way to look after each 
other in weeks ahead.  
 

The scheme has the support of Ketton Parish Council and the Whitebread Trust, and we are 
working closely with Tim and his team at the Village Shop and the Ketton Good Neighbour 
Scheme (KGNS). 
 

Just one week after launching the scheme on 19th March - which was set up in only three 
days - we had posted a flyer to every house in Ketton and over 85 volunteers had come 
forward to help look after everyone in our village who is self-isolating or in need at this 
unprecedented time. Thank you so much – you know who you are! We will be delivering 
groceries, household essentials and prescriptions. We will be sourcing additional supplies 
not available in the shop where needed, and looking out for other home delivery services 
that may be of use. We will be keeping in touch with those in need of a chat, and helping to 
provide information and ideas for entertainment. And other ideas and offers are coming up 
all the time. 
 

Our volunteers are made up of familiar faces in the village and many new faces, from 
students and parents, to local business owners, workers and professionals, and many 
retirees doing their bit from home.   
 

We are here for anyone who is self isolating – whether for the duration, or for two weeks 
when illness comes. Our work started straight away, with the first orders coming through on 
day one, and they are growing. 
 

We have set up an information page on the Ketton Village website www.ketton.org.uk and 
have a private Facebook group which already has over 220 members across the village. 
This is a great source of support, ideas and relevant news – and we encourage all those 
who use social media in the village to join us at 
www.facebook.com/groups/kettontogethercoronavirus. 
        

We also look forward to having the support of Rev Olwen Woolcock after she has been 
licensed on Saturday 28th March, as the new priest in charge of the parishes of Ketton and 
Tinwell. 
 
How the scheme works 
 

For all those self-isolating and in need, we are here to help. 
 
We can deliver groceries and household essentials - call the Village Shop on 01780 720 245 
to order by 1.00pm and we will deliver to your doorstep. 
 
 
 



We can help in other ways too - call 07517 798397 (KGNS) between 9.00am- 8.00pm if you  
are in need - we can: 

 Pick up and deliver prescriptions to your doorstep 
 Help with any urgent need for supplies, such as scarce items  
 Give you a wave or call on the phone if you need a chat  
 Share information and ideas of how to keep entertained  
 Help with other needs that may arise. 

 
Join the Facebook group to connect with others in the village and share support and ideas 
www.facebook.com/groups/kettontogethercoronavirus 
 
If you’d like to volunteer please email kettontogether@outlook.com or call 07517 798397 (KGNS). 
All volunteers must adhere to strict virus safety and safeguarding measures, and personal data is 
managed in line with GDPR requirements - keeping Ketton safe! 
 
Every little counts – Making rainbows for the children to spot 
 

If you are wondering what you can do to help, one great idea being shared across the country is 
to draw or paint a picture of a rainbow to put in your window to cheer on the littlest people in our 
community. All the children know about the rainbows and a few are appearing around Ketton – 
please do add one for our children (and grown ups!) to spot as they pass by your house on their 
daily walks.  
 
Ketton Together - Here to help! 
 

Village shop deliveries - 01780 720 245 
General help and contact - 07517 798397 (KGNS) 
www.facebook.com/groups/kettontogethercoronavirus 
www.ketton.org.uk/Kettontogethercoronavirus 
 
Remember to follow Government and NHS advice at all times to keep Ketton safe.  
Thank you. 
 
 
From the Chair of our Parish Council, Sinclair Rogers 
 

Our village charity, The Whitebread Trust, is able to support villagers who believe, due to the 
virus, they have particular needs outside the normal help from public bodies. Any application 
should be made through the Parish Office to Sarah Ayling, the parish clerk. 
  
To ensure Ketton meets requirements issued by Her Majesty’s Government to prevent the spread 
of Coronavirus, the Parish Council has sadly had to close access to the play equipment and the 
multi use games area in Hall Close and requests that no one uses any of the equipment. While 
walking is still permitted in the orchard area of Hall Close, please observe social distancing 
arrangements. The council urgently requests that all other Government advice and instructions 
are followed in both the letter and the spirit of them. Lives are at risk! 
 
No face to face meetings of the Parish Council will take place for the time being, and no surgeries 
by the two county councillors will take place. The council is continuing its work remotely.  
 
Rutland County Council has had to close all local tips, and Anglian Water closed Rutland Water 
Park last Sunday after a busy day of visitors.   
 
We appreciate what a difficult time this is and thank you for all your support and cooperation. 
 
 

We can help in other ways too - call 07517 798397 (KGNS) between 9.00am- 8.00pm if you  
are in need - we can: 

 Pick up and deliver prescriptions to your doorstep 
 Help with any urgent need for supplies, such as scarce items  
 Give you a wave or call on the phone if you need a chat  
 Share information and ideas of how to keep entertained  
 Help with other needs that may arise. 

 
Join the Facebook group to connect with others in the village and share support and ideas 
www.facebook.com/groups/kettontogethercoronavirus 
 
If you’d like to volunteer please email kettontogether@outlook.com or call 07517 798397 (KGNS). 
All volunteers must adhere to strict virus safety and safeguarding measures, and personal data is 
managed in line with GDPR requirements - keeping Ketton safe! 
 
Every little counts – Making rainbows for the children to spot 
 

If you are wondering what you can do to help, one great idea being shared across the country is 
to draw or paint a picture of a rainbow to put in your window to cheer on the littlest people in our 
community. All the children know about the rainbows and a few are appearing around Ketton – 
please do add one for our children (and grown ups!) to spot as they pass by your house on their 
daily walks.  
 
Ketton Together - Here to help! 
 

Village shop deliveries - 01780 720 245 
General help and contact - 07517 798397 (KGNS) 
www.facebook.com/groups/kettontogethercoronavirus 
www.ketton.org.uk/Kettontogethercoronavirus 
 
Remember to follow Government and NHS advice at all times to keep Ketton safe.  
Thank you. 
 
 
From the Chair of our Parish Council, Sinclair Rogers 
 

Our village charity, The Whitebread Trust, is able to support villagers who believe, due to the 
virus, they have particular needs outside the normal help from public bodies. Any application 
should be made through the Parish Office to Sarah Ayling, the parish clerk. 
  
To ensure Ketton meets requirements issued by Her Majesty’s Government to prevent the spread 
of Coronavirus, the Parish Council has sadly had to close access to the play equipment and the 
multi use games area in Hall Close and requests that no one uses any of the equipment. While 
walking is still permitted in the orchard area of Hall Close, please observe social distancing 
arrangements. The council urgently requests that all other Government advice and instructions 
are followed in both the letter and the spirit of them. Lives are at risk! 
 
No face to face meetings of the Parish Council will take place for the time being, and no surgeries 
by the two county councillors will take place. The council is continuing its work remotely.  
 
Rutland County Council has had to close all local tips, and Anglian Water closed Rutland Water 
Park last Sunday after a busy day of visitors.   
 
We appreciate what a difficult time this is and thank you for all your support and cooperation. 
 
 

LATEST NEWS  Ketton Together scheme extended - see over for details ...

We can help in other ways too - call 07517 798397 (KGNS) between 9.00am- 8.00pm if you  
are in need - we can: 

 Pick up and deliver prescriptions to your doorstep 
 Help with any urgent need for supplies, such as scarce items  
 Give you a wave or call on the phone if you need a chat  
 Share information and ideas of how to keep entertained  
 Help with other needs that may arise. 

 
Join the Facebook group to connect with others in the village and share support and ideas 
www.facebook.com/groups/kettontogethercoronavirus 
 
If you’d like to volunteer please email kettontogether@outlook.com or call 07517 798397 (KGNS). 
All volunteers must adhere to strict virus safety and safeguarding measures, and personal data is 
managed in line with GDPR requirements - keeping Ketton safe! 
 
Every little counts – Making rainbows for the children to spot 
 

If you are wondering what you can do to help, one great idea being shared across the country is 
to draw or paint a picture of a rainbow to put in your window to cheer on the littlest people in our 
community. All the children know about the rainbows and a few are appearing around Ketton – 
please do add one for our children (and grown ups!) to spot as they pass by your house on their 
daily walks.  
 
Ketton Together - Here to help! 
 

Village shop deliveries - 01780 720 245 
General help and contact - 07517 798397 (KGNS) 
www.facebook.com/groups/kettontogethercoronavirus 
www.ketton.org.uk/Kettontogethercoronavirus 
 
Remember to follow Government and NHS advice at all times to keep Ketton safe.  
Thank you. 
 
 
From the Chair of our Parish Council, Sinclair Rogers 
 

Our village charity, The Whitebread Trust, is able to support villagers who believe, due to the 
virus, they have particular needs outside the normal help from public bodies. Any application 
should be made through the Parish Office to Sarah Ayling, the parish clerk. 
  
To ensure Ketton meets requirements issued by Her Majesty’s Government to prevent the spread 
of Coronavirus, the Parish Council has sadly had to close access to the play equipment and the 
multi use games area in Hall Close and requests that no one uses any of the equipment. While 
walking is still permitted in the orchard area of Hall Close, please observe social distancing 
arrangements. The council urgently requests that all other Government advice and instructions 
are followed in both the letter and the spirit of them. Lives are at risk! 
 
No face to face meetings of the Parish Council will take place for the time being, and no surgeries 
by the two county councillors will take place. The council is continuing its work remotely.  
 
Rutland County Council has had to close all local tips, and Anglian Water closed Rutland Water 
Park last Sunday after a busy day of visitors.   
 
We appreciate what a difficult time this is and thank you for all your support and cooperation. 
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Props: M Gray
            KM Flynn

Established in 1982, a family-run local garage offering
MOT, servicing, repairs, air-conditioning & diagnostics,

car sales and vehicle sourcing to your specific requirements.

BELTON STREET, STAMFORD, LINCS. PE9 2EF

TEL: 01780 753183    FAX: 01780 765866
MOBILE: 07860 299569

Retail Motor
Industry

Federation

Latest from Ketton Together - 

Buddy scheme now handling wider shopping requests
The Village Shop is doing a great job at handling all the shopping requests it can, but there will 
be times when people need a wider range of products, a bigger shop or last minute supplies at 
the weekend. A dedicated team within the Ketton Together scheme is now handling these wider 
shopping requests through a buddy system to ensure everyone has what they need. Volunteers 
are buddied with those who need shopping.

To make such a request please call the coordinators of this team, Sinclair and Jenny Rogers, 
on 01780 722464. We have created a form to fill out where you can detail what you need and 
send it to them - you can download this at www.ketton.org.uk/kettontogethercoronavirus 
or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/groups/kettontogethercoronavirus, or simply call 
them.

Shopping request
For shopping please first contact the village shop on 01780 720245 to see if they can meet 
your requirements. If you need essential supplies not available through the village shop or at 
the weekend, please complete the form below. We prefer electronic payment (PayPal, BACS) 
or cheque and will discuss with you when we confirm arrangements. Please call Jenny and 
Sinclair on 01780 722464 to discuss your requirements.
Please note, if you would like a prescription collected or any other help 
please call 07517 798 397.

Your data will be stored in line with Ketton Parish Council's Privacy Policy.
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The group has gone from strength to 
strength over the last few months, I 

think that it's main attraction has been 
making new friends and the fact that you 
don't have to do everything the group is 
doing, just what you want to do.
   In order to get more feedback we have 
started having monthly meetings on the first 
Monday of the month, at Ketton Library. This 
means everyone gets to put ideas forward for 
outings etc. We now have a Sunday Lunch 
Club within the group and go once a month 
to different venues to try somewhere new. 
This is usually a village pub that has been 
recommended.
   This year we have been to a quiz night at 
K.S.C.C., which was a lot of laughs and a few 
of the group went to the cinema to see 1917, 
when it was showing in Stamford.
We are organising approximately one outing 
per month with some local events as well, so 
the calendar is getting quite interesting.
 However, Coronavirus will inevitably cause 
cancellations but so far, going forward, we 
have planned
May
Monday 4th INDY Group meeting Ketton 
Library 2pm
Saturday 9th  Live Music Night at K.S.C.C. 
with Ray & Ann Brett starts 8pm admission 
£4.
Friday 15th Easton Walled Gardens 
Admission £7.95 plus shared petrol.
Saturday 16th Ketton Village Fête 2pm to 
5pm. Lots of attractions at this including a 
Dog show, Baking contest, Ketton's got talent 
and of course the usual Tombola, and games 
for the children.
Sunday May 24th Sunday Lunch Club
June
Monday June 1st INDY Group meeting 
Ketton Library 2pm
Wednesday June 17th Grimsthorpe Castle 
the cost for this is based on last years price 
as their web site does not as yet have this 
years prices so approx £12 admission. plus 
petrol share.
Sunday June 24th Sunday Lunch Club
Saturday June 27 Live Music Night at 

K.S.C.C. with Leanie Jayne starts 8pm 
admission £4.

July
Monday 6th INDY Group meeting Ketton 
Library 2pm
Tuesday 14th Kelmarsh Hall and Gardens. 
The cost for this one is £9 plus petrol share.
Wednesday 15th Tolethorpe Youth Drama 
production of Lord of the Flies, 1.30pm. £9
Sunday July 19th Sunday Lunch Club
Saturday July 25th Live Music Night at 
K.S.C.C. with the Hitz Duo starts 8pm 
admission £4.
August
  Friday 21st  Hunstanton and English 
Lavender. There is the gift shop and 
refreshments at English Lavender and a tour 
of the Lavender field can be arranged.
We always welcome new members if you 
would like to join in just drop me an e-mail 
or come along to one of the meetings. lynn.
thacker@yahoo.com      (I’m Not Dead Yet!)

The INDY Group
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Its All We Have, We Need to Protect It
Taking small actions to help the environment
The scale of environmental problems we face globally can make any individual actions 
we take feel inconsequential, but many small measures taken by many people do add 
up and they allow us to make a contribution. Cutting our carbon emissions is key to 
acting on climate change, but there are many other areas where our actions can relieve 
pressure on wildlife, both locally and globally. Wouldn’t it be great if Ketton became a 
local hotbed for sustainability!
   Our decisions about how we spend our money are fundamental. There are so many 
actions we can take, and so many purchasing choices, it can seem daunting. The key 
thing is to make a start – do something that isn’t onerous or overly restrictive on your 
lifestyle, and build from there. You can see how far you want to take these – you might 
find that as you feel better about your purchasing, you may want to do more than you 
first thought.
   Here are a few ideas, but you can find many more on the internet – Millie Coward 
from the village has developed an excellent and informative sustainability website 
(sustainable7.co.uk) and she’s very keen on feedback and queries. You could write in to 
Chatterbox to highlight some of the actions you take – others might want to try them. We 
could publish updates on Chatterbox from time to time with new ideas.

Energy and water
 •  Change to a green energy tariff. They’re often no more expensive than standard 
tariffs nowadays and their use encourages more investment in renewables – you don’t 
even need to change providers, but it will probably be cheaper if you do.
 •  If you don’t mind paying a bit more, some ethical energy providers (such as 
ecotricity.co.uk) plough their profits into building renewable energy infrastructure (solar, 
wind, and also biogas that is injected into the national gas grid).
 •  Buy the most energy and water-efficient appliances you can afford - they’ll 
also be better built and are likely to last longer. Advice on appliance ratings is provided 
by energysavingtrust.org.uk – remember A+++ is the highest rating nowadays and A is 
pretty poor, although the system is due to be recalibrated in 2021 so that A will be best 
again.
 •  Get as many water butts as you have downpipes and buy ones made from 
recycled plastic. Use specifically with rainwater,  for things like car-washing.as well as 
the garden.

Plastic
 •  Cut out purchases of single-use plastic wherever you can, particularly if it 
can’t be recycled.
 •  Use products that have re-use initiatives – in Stamford, Silver Lane Health 
Shop and Harrison & Dunn both have refill stations for a range of products, including 
washing and washing-up liquid, liquid soap and (in Silver Lane) shampoos and hair 
conditioners. In Peterborough, the Body Shop reuses all of their own-brand plastic 
bottles – just take them back and you purchase refilled ones off the shelves.
 •  Buy meat and fish from fresh counters and take plastic tubs to put your 
purchases in (Morrisons in Stamford have tubs next to the meat counter to encourage 
you).
 •  Try and buy better quality clothes that last longer, made out of natural or 
recycled synthetic fibres. In Peterborough, H&M is running its own (all-brand) recycling 
scheme in-store, harvesting fibres for use in their production lines. In Stamford, Fatface 
uses a lot of organic cotton.

26



27

Food
Even if you do these things only occasionally, it’s far better that not doing them at all. 
     •  Reducing food waste is something we can all do, and it can reduce our food 
bills enormously – using left-overs creatively can produce some of the best meals. In 
particular, never waste meat – freeze left-overs for when you can make use of them.
       •  If you eat a lot of meat, try and cut down - recipes that slice and dice meat with 
vegetables, such as pasta dishes, risottos, stir-fries, pies and casseroles are a great way 
of doing  this.
         •  Use the savings to buy meat, dairy and fish from the most environmentally friendly 
production systems you can afford, from supermarkets or direct from producers (e.g. 
organic farms like our very own Cuckoo Farm, or other wildlife-friendly smallholdings). 
With fish, look out for the MSC (Marine Stewardship Council) logo – the most trusted 
indicator of sustainable fishing (see MSC.org).
        •  Or try buying some venison from the Forestry Commission (Fineshades tel. 01780 
444920) , particularly the non-native Muntjac - deer need to be culled to reduce heavy 
browsing damage to native woodland so eating them helps with woodland conservation 
costs. You do need to be prepared to handle a carcass though!
       •  Buy organic vegetables to encourage chemical-free and wildlife-rich farming.
      •  Buy local produce to cut down on food miles – local markets and farm shops are 
great for this as long as it’s clear where stuff comes from, but supermarkets like the Co-
op are committed to supplying labelled local produce. Take your own bags to market and 
insist they don’t give you those blue plastic bags!

Chris Mainstone
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ANDY BIRD PLUMBING
Plumbing, Heating & Bathroom Installation

23 Ash Place
Stamford, Lincs.

PE9 2JB
Tel: 01780 720437        

Mob: 07793 539537 220075
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Contact the Association for details of all the facilities and individual clubs by visiting 
the association web site; kettonsports.com or follow the association on Facebook

Telephone: 07944 530086 or 01780 721507
or just pop along to the associations headquarters at Pit lane

Ketton
Sports Association

 

Ketton Sports association.indd   1 07/10/2013   21:47

Email: enquires@kettonsportsandcommunitycentre.co.uk
Club House 01780 721507 (please leave a message and we will contact you)

www.KettonSportsandCommunityCentre.co.uk
or just pop along to the headquarters at Pit Lane

Activities to suit all levels/ages, Cricket, Bowls, 
Petanque, Tennis, Football, Junior Triathlon, 
Healthly Walking Group, Keep Fit - includes junior 
coaching and courses.

Live sport on Sky and BT plus Wi-Fi
Darts   Dominoes   Cribbage   Pool
Early opening Fridays 4.30pm - ALL WELCOME
LIVE MUSIC Saturday nights
BINGO every Sunday. 8.00pm eyes down.
Indoor sports teams encouraged.

Ideal party or function venue to suit both small or 
large groups. 2 individual rooms available or can be 
combined into 1 large room

Sports & Community Centre

WELCOMES ALL COMERS

Follow us on Facebook
Contact us for more information.

Activities to suit all levels/ages, Cricket, Bowls, 
Petanque, Tennis, Football, Junior Triathlon, 
Healthly Walking Group, Keep Fit - includes junior 
coaching and courses.

Live sport on Sky and BT plus Wi-Fi
Darts   Dominoes   Cribbage   Pool
Early opening Fridays 4.30pm - ALL WELCOME
LIVE MUSIC Saturday nights

WELCOMES ALL COMERS

To see everything 

you can do at kSCC
go to

www.kettonsportscc.co.uk

www.kettonsportscc.co.uk

Email: enquiries@kettonsportscc.co.uk
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Ketton Community Choir

Ketton Community Choir was formed in 2012, the brainchild of Rosemary Desforges. 
Now in our 8th year, we continue to go from strength to strength and now have over 

50 members. During those years we have raised over £5000 which has been donated to 
both local and national charities.
  We are extremely fortunate to have Duncan McIlrae as our MD and Sue Bispham as our 
conductor who together make our rehearsals so enjoyable as the main desire of the choir 
members is to sing for pleasure.
  We had a busy festive season, singing for Waitrose Christmas party at Burghley Golf Club 
and holding another very successful and well-attended Christmas Concert at The Northwick 
Hall followed by community carol singing, mulled wine and mince pies in the pub afterwards.
  Once again, the choir supported the village’s Wassail event on 25 January, organised so 
superbly by Mary Cade. This time the festivities coincided with Burns Night so after the Wassail 
ceremony in Hall Close, the choir sang Scottish songs in the Northwick Hall and “piped in” the 
haggis to “Comin’ Thro’ the Rye”!
   The choir is now rehearsing for their summer concert which will be a joint concert with 
a visiting German choir from Hürth, Cologne. This connection has come about through Sue 
Bispham’s friendship with one of the German choir members. The Hürth Ladies’ Choir has 
taken part in a number of choir tours around the world including a trip to Rome in 2013 where 
they were privileged to sing in St. Peter’s Basilica. This was followed by choir tours to Japan in 
2016 and 2018 organised by their MD who is Japanese where the choir performed at concerts 
and festivals in Tokyo, Osaka and Kyoto. The joint summer concert will feature an eclectic mix 
of modern and classical pieces. Ketton Community Choir will be singing a medley from West 
Side Story as well as some beautiful songs by Andy Beck such as The Moon and Riversong, all 
inspired by nature. The visiting German choir will focus more on classical pieces by Schubert 
and Rossini but will also perform some German and Japanese folk songs. 
  We would be delighted to welcome Ketton residents to our joint summer concert on Saturday 
4 July (venue to be confirmed) and hope you will “save the date”! 
  Follow us on Facebook (Ketton Community Choir) and look out for our concert advertising in 
June which we will be posting around the village and on social media diaries! 
                                                                                                                                 Jayne Bloomer
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Driving or walking over the level crossing on the Collyweston Road it is hard to 
believe that not so long ago this was a bustling centre of activity for the village. 

The Railway opened in 1848 and the station buildings were opened three years later. 
The first building comprised the booking office and Station Master’s house with a store 
probably used as a lamp room for the paraffin lamps used in the buildings and signals. 
The architects drawings of 1862 don’t show the belfry.  Was this added by the builder as 
an extra embellishment? There never seems to have been a bell. A few years later, the 
plan is dated July 1872, a single storied extension was added to provide an enclosed 
waiting room and a Ladies room. Across the tracks on the Leicester platform a stone and 
timber shelter was built and the store was moved  too.

  As well as the passenger platforms the station had a small but comprehensive goods yard 
served by three sidings. Handling was facilitated by a large goods shed, two loading docks and 
a hand operated crane. Because of the limited space behind the station there was not room for 
a conventional points system and instead a wagon turntable was installed. As the locomotives 
could not use the turntable it is believed that a hand operated winch was used to move wagons 
into the shed and sidings. The only building which survived the demolition was the weighbridge 
office which still stands incorporated into the new housing on the site. The goods yard handled 
agricultural traffic such as crops, livestock and fertilizer as well as coal and parcels for the 
village.

  The availability of coal led to the building of the village gas works in 1860. Its exact location 
is lost but was probably near the present day converted maltings, adjacent to a coal siding 
which could be served by locomotives. Typical small gas works comprised a retort house with 
a vented roof, a scrubbing shed where impurities were removed and a small gas 
holder. There would also be an on site house for the Gas Master. Storage bins 
for coal and the coke by-product would complete the complex. The gas 
works closed in 1916 which must have been a problem for many as 
electricity did not
arrive ‘till 1934.

KETTON STATION

which could be served by locomotives. Typical small gas works comprised a retort house with 
a vented roof, a scrubbing shed where impurities were removed and a small gas 
holder. There would also be an on site house for the Gas Master. Storage bins 
for coal and the coke by-product would complete the complex. The gas 
works closed in 1916 which must have been a problem for many as 
electricity did not
arrive ‘till 1934.
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  As well as the Goods Yard the station complex had sidings on both sides of the main line. The 
one on the Luffenham side of the level crossing served  a series of lime kilns. Further down the 
line towards Stamford was and is the siding serving the original quarry and more recently the 
cement works. This was operated from the station by a signalman in a small signal box by the 
turnout. 

  We are fortunate to have the memories of a former employee of the station, Anne McQuistan, 
who was the clerk at the station in the late 1950s. She has been able to describe more of the 
day to day running of the station. The railway staff in those days were headed by the Station 
Master (Herbert Nettleship) who lived on site, Anne, the clerk was responsible for the booking 
office and administration. There were three porters who worked shifts so that there was always 
one available, one of whom was a woman. One of the porters mainly helped operate the Wharf 
Siding to the works. There were three signalmen working in the main box and another down at 
the siding.  A platelayer was responsible for the track maintenance helped by a gang of Italians 
who came up from Peterborough.

  The goods yard had two Coal Merchants serving the village. Farmers used the railway to send 
fresh food to market and Anne remembers one who regularly sent mushrooms and water cress. 
There was also a brisk traffic in parcels which were stored in the shed and twice a week a delivery 
van came over from Peterborough to 
distribute them in the village. Anne 
too remembers some of the ticket 
prices, 1/6 (15p) to Peterborough and 
£1 return to London. We shall not see 
such times again.                                                                                                       

John Sharp
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The Northwick Arms 
High street Ketton 

Family Run Independent Free House 
Real Ale   Real Food   Real Pub 

 
All Food freshly prepared to order 

Great selection of real ales, beers, wines 
and gins 

 
 

 
  

Don’t forget 
Dog Friendly 
Beer garden 

Off street parking 
Sunday Roasts 

Monday Steak Night 
Prime 10oz Rib Eye £13 / Prime Sirloin £12 / Prime Gammon £9 

With all the trimmings 

          www.thenorthwickarms.com 
01780 720238 

The Northwick 
caters for 

functions 30-110 
people inc; 

Private dining, 
Birthday parties, 

Meetings, 
Weddings, 

Funerals & 
Christenings 
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Girlguiding in Ketton is Growing 
 

We are delighted to announce that our recent PR event in promoting Girlguiding in Ketton 
has been a great success. We now have over 54 members across Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides. 
Girlguiding is a charity and relies on adult volunteers. We empower girls to be their best 
and face the challenges of growing up today. From the promise that every girl makes, to 
how we are run and the impact we have on girls lives in which we do through adventure, 
friendship and fun.  
The 3 Girl guide Leaders Emily, Edis & Rosie know this first hand as they are all previous 
members of Ketton Rainbows, Brownies and Guides and wanted to carry on their 
experience and excitement for guiding that they received to the girls that attend now and to 
future Guides. 
We have lots planned for 2020 & 2021 with the guides attending the annual camp, 
Stamcamp and next year attending the week long international camp at Lincoln 
Showground called Poacher which will see 5000 scout and guides attend. 
We also go for an end of term trip in July 
which saw the Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides go to Cadburys World for the day 
last year. This year’s plans are already 
underway and could potentially see us 
seeing some endangered animals.  
We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone that has supported us over 
the years especially with our recent 
Christmas fundraiser and the Whitebread 
Trust who have kindly contributed to our newest fundraising project in purchasing some 
new tents for our forthcoming camps. 
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides still have spaces available for anyone that would like to 
come and join us. Contact details are below: 
Rainbows (Aged 5-7) please contact Anna Hayre on 07984 098210 
Brownies (Aged 7-10) please contact Anna Hayre on 07984 098210 
Guides (Aged 10-14) please contact Emily Giddings on 077189 86749 or 
emilybarker30@hotmail.com 
We look forward to welcoming any new members and supporting the village 
Emily Giddings 
(1st Ketton Guide Leader)  
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Bellringing at St Mary’s Church in Ketton

St Mary’s Church in Ketton has six full size bells, 
the heaviest (the tenor) is over half a tonne, the 
lightest (the treble) a quarter of a tonne. They 
were cast and recast at various dates in history, 
the oldest is bell 4 cast in 1598, the “youngest” 
is the treble cast in 1748. 
  In 1862 an inspection of the tower and steeple 
showed cracks. The huge wooden frame carrying 
the bells had come loose and was acting as a 
battering ram against the walls. It was decided 
that full change ringing (where the bells swings 
from one vertical position round to the other) 
had to cease, and so the wheels were removed. 
Various bracing girders and a strap around the 
outside of the tower were installed. Now the bells 
are only ”chimed” , whereby they swing through a 
small angle in the upside down position until the 
clapper hits, controlled by a simple rope and lever 
mechanism.
This means that the bells are perfectly safe to ring, 
no damage can be done and new ringers can get 
going within a few minutes.

The bells are rung by members of the team (usually six but sometimes less) each Sunday 
(we don’t usually stay for the service), and for special occasions : weddings, Christmas, Easter, 
St Georges Day, VE & VJ Day, etc .

Tinwell’s four bells were brought back 
into use in 2019, not having been rung 
for 10 years, in time for the Armistice 100 
celebrations, and subsequently rung at 
Christmas and Easter. They still have their 
full wheel mechanism but are very difficult 
to ring. It is hoped they will be rung by our 
more experienced ringers more regularly, 
to coincide with the arrival of our new 
incumbent, Olwen, who will be responsible 
for both churches in the same benefice.

Bell 1

NICHOLAS 
BULLINGHAM 

AB CAUSED ME 
TO BE PLACED 

HERE AT 
HIS EXPENSE

Cast by Thomas Eayre II 
of Kettering

Bell 2

1609
I SWEETLY 

TOLLING MEN 
DO CALL TO TASTE 

ON MEATS THAT 
FEEDS 

THE SOUL
Cast by Henry Oldfield II 

of Nottingham

Bell 3

MOSES  SISSON 
 C.H.W. 1713

RECAST 1897
A.SWIRE VICAR

G. FREESTONE &
 W. NUTT C.WS

Recast by John Taylor 
& Co of Loughborough

Each of the six bells at St Mary’s has 
an inscription ...............
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Handbells
About 80 years ago Canon Donaldson found 
set of dilapidated handbells in the old church 
rooms. The 19 handbells, thought to be over 
100 years old, were restored and found to 
have a lovely resonant tone. In 2003 the 
original 19 bells were retuned, one additional 
bell was cast, and two very smart carry cases 
were bought, with funds donated by one 
villager. Recently we have acquired a set of 
music stands funded by The Whitebread Trust.
Each Christmas the handbell team perform 
carols at various care homes and in church 
before the seasonal services, and when 
requested, at  other locations round Stamford. 
We also have a selection of other old favourites 
(e.g. White Cliffs of Dover) which always go 
down well.

You have to keep your concentration and have a good sense of rhythm, but it doesn’t take long 
to develop the skill, as part of the team.

If you 
are interested 
in joining our 
happy band, 

please contact 
the tower captain, 

David Rippin, 
on 

01780 720898
07956 050995

twink@go-plus.net
  
                                                                                                          

  Simon Forster

Bell 4

ME ME 
I MERELY

 WILL SING
1598

Cast by 
Newcombe & Watts 

of Leicester

Bell 5

SERVE
THE

LORD
1601

Cast by 
Hugh Watts 1 
of Leicester 

Bell 6

BE IT 
KNOWNE TO 

ALL THAT
DOTH ME SEE 

THAT 
NEWCOMBE 

OF LEICESTER 
MADE ME

1606
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For up-to-date news  on

what’s happening in Ketton www.ketton.org.uk @KettonNews

Ketton Panthers Junior Triathlon Club
Come along and partake in all that triathlon has to offer

Ketton Panthers is a non-profit making club run by fun, friendly and enthusiastic 
qualified coaches, for children of all abilities aged from 4 to 16. Since the club was 

set up in 2012 there has been a massive rise in members with well over 100 children 
spread across the different training groups, from Mini’s to the Academy. Through the 
summer months and the race season, April to October, run and bike training takes place.

During these sessions’ athletes learn all the required skills to compete in triathlon, for example 
mounting and dismounting a bike, transition practise, bike handling and much more. Throughout 
the whole school year swim training takes place, where athletes again are worked hard and 
challenged in a fun, friendly way allowing them to develop skills, with expert coaching at 
poolside to achieve this. 

Ketton panthers was founded by the two lead coaches Justin and Caroline Hattee. Justin 
was East Midlands Children Coach of the Year 2017 and over its 8 year history they have, 
accompanied by a great team of coaches, led Ketton to several East Midlands Triathlon series 
club wins as well as Rutland active Club of the Year 2017. It’s fair to say that the club’s success 
has a lot to do with the incredible advice and support offered to the athletes. 
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Don’t take my word for it though, I asked two of the 
athletes a few questions; Thomas and Charlotte have 
both been at the club for 6 years and started in Minis. 
They both agreed that the friendly and motivating 
atmosphere is why they love the club. Charlotte, 
aged 13, hopes to make the East Midlands triathlon 
development squad again whilst they both hope to 
earn a place on the East Midlands team for the National 
Championships. 

Thomas said that Di Hannan had been the most 
significant coach for him, as she has made training “fun 

and challenging”. As for Charlotte 
she is grateful for the support 
received from Beccy Watt who 
helped her get into open water 
swimming and offered advice 
on the more technical side of 
triathlon. Within the club both

athletes look up to several of their older 
clubmates, and are inspired by the 
achievements of these athletes, especially 
Tom Hattee who was national champion in 
2018. Finally, I asked them what they would 
say to anyone who is considering starting at 
the club and they both said the same thing- get 
stuck in and you will discover a love for the 
swim bike run.

Ability varies across the athletes, but they 
all love the friendly competition in training 
and getting fit, to either achieve personal 
improvement or podium success.  Beccy tends 
to coach the minis and gives them a good work 
out where they develop lots of triathlon skills in 
an enjoyable way.

To inquire about a taster session email Caroline 
Hattee on, caroline.hattee@btinternet.com 
you will not regret it!                Simon Hughes
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H●H●M
Carpentry, Joinery & Home Maintenance
for those jobs you keep meaning to do!

Tel: 01780 722107         Mobile: 07812 851029

Windows, Doors, Kitchens, Cupboards, Shelving,
Picture Hanging, Flat packs Assembly,

Structural Work Inside & Out.

www.kettonplayschool.com
          2½ - 5 year olds

  15 hours free for 3 year olds
Open Mon-Fri up to 7 hours daily

 01780 721676

Why not advertise your

 business in Chatterbox?

Chatterbox is delivered to every house in Ketton as well 

being available in the Post Office & Library and provides 

an excellent opportunity to make residents  aware of 

your services at very competitive rates

ADVERTISING RATES

 ¼ Page  £25 per issue

 ½ Page  £45 Per issue

Full page £ 60 Per issue

A discount of 10% is allowed to advertisers 

who advertise in three consecutive issues.

For further information, contact our 

Advertising Manager: 

www.ketton.org.ukwww.ketton.org.uk

Copy Deadline for the next 

issue of Chatterbox is 

18th July 2020

Ketton parish council

STAY AT HOME
PROTECT 
THE NHS  SAVE LIVES
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Plogging is a lifestyle trend labelled 
as, ‘the sustainable sport of the 

future’; it’s a great way to keep fit and 
do your bit to help save the planet.
Plogging is a combination of jogging 
and picking up litter. It started as an 
organised activity in Sweden in 2016 
and spread to other countries in 2018, 
following increased concern about 
plastic pollution. As a workout, 
it provides variation in body 
movements by adding 
bending, squatting and 
stretching to the main 
action of running, hiking, 
or walking. There’s now 
a group in Rutland, 
Rutland Ploggers, 
doing their bit to clean 
up our county.
But if jogging’s not 
for you, there might 
be an alternative 
that suits you 
better. Dogplogging 
combines dog walking 
with plogging. Though 
plogging began with 
runners, many dog 
walkers, dismayed 
by the amount of litter 
spoiling our countryside, 
have joined in the 
movement. 
My family recently adopted 
a rescue dog. We love 
taking her for walks, but have 
been really disappointed by the 
amount of litter we’ve seen in our 
village. For that reason we decided to 
start dogplogging, and have been joined 
by some of our friends. 

On our usual routes, we find all sorts of 
items – from drinks bottles and cans, 
to crisp wrappers and poo-bags! Many 
areas in which we walk are dedicated 
nature zones frequented by birds, rabbits, 
deer and other wildlife, so cleaning up 

also helps the local animals deal with 
less litter in their environment.

Litter can be potentially dangerous to 
our children, dogs and wildlife. We are 
proud to live in Ketton so we are doing 
our bit to keep Ketton tidy and we’d love 

to encourage others to join us.
It’s easy to start dogplogging! 

All you need is an extra bag 
to pick up the litter you see 

along the way. If you don’t 
feel comfortable picking 
it up with your hands, 
you can always wear 
a pair of plastic 
gloves or even carry 
along a litter pick up 
grabber – such as 
ours. With these 
you don’t have to 
bend over time 
and again, putting 
strain on your back.

 You can make 
a difference! 
D o g p l o g g i n g 
makes it possible 
for one person to 
make a difference 

in their own village. 
One dogplogger 

alone won’t change the 
world, but together we 

can make a significant 
difference.  It’s also a fun 

activity to do as a family, and it 
teaches children the importance 

of doing their bit for the community. 
   So the next time you take your dog for a 
walk, take an extra bag. If you see rubbish 
(trust me, it’s not hard to find!) throw it in 
your bag and keep filling your bag until 
there’s no more room. Get out with your 
best, furry friend and start dogplogging 
today – and make, and keep, Ketton litter 
free!                                                                                                                     

Tina Sayers

Ketton’s 
Dogploggers 
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Mobile top-ups can now be carried out at the shop counter
as well as the Post Office

Debit/credit cards accepted for payment in the shop [subject to conditions]

Any spare foreign coins?  The Rainbow Trust Children's Charity can benefit
from your donation.  Collection tin on top of the post office counter.

SERVING  THE  COMMUNITY 
Mon - Sat   6.30am - 5.30pm      Telephone 01780 720245

KETTON POST OFF ICE &
VILLAGE STORE




